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Foreword  

Welcome to the Shire of Chittering’s first Youth Strategy 

As the Chief Executive Officer of the Shire of Chittering I am pleased to present our first Youth 

Strategy. The strategy has been developed in consultation with young people and in 

collaboration with a wide range of organisations that work with young people. It is the intention 

of the strategy to assist young people in preparing for adulthood so that they can reach their full 

potential.  In setting the priorities for this strategy we have drawn on what our research tells us 

about the needs of young people in the Shire of Chittering and what young people have told us 

about what would make a positive difference to their lives. 

The Youth Strategy describes priorities over the next three years to: 

 Listen to young people: Valuing our Youth and their input 

 Things to do and places to go: Improving the quality of things to do and places to go in 

the Shire of Chittering 

 Reducing risky behaviours: Minimising negative behaviours which may put our young 

people at risk 

 Help young people to succeed: Supporting our youth in the transition from school to 

further education or employment 

 Getting about: Transportation within the Shire 

In the context of this difficult financial climate, the strategy provides a framework for how we 

will work together over the next three years and sets out the priorities to be advanced to 

support the youth of the Shire of Chittering. 

 

 

 

Gary Tuffin 

Chief Executive Officer
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The Context 

Early in 2014 the Shire of Chittering (the Shire) recognised it was timely to look at the services 

available to the young people of the area and whether the right types of support and services 

were in place to prepare young people for their future endeavours.  The development of a youth 

specific plan is considered essential as the Shire of Chittering has the second highest population 

of Youth in the Avon-Midland Country Zone and has the highest population for a non-regional 

Shire in Western Australia.  The Shire’s overall population is expected to double by 2026, hence 

the development of the Shire of Chittering Youth Strategy 2015 – 2018. 

For the purposes of this plan the Shire considers youth to be children and young people  

between the ages of 12 - 25years old.   This enables the Shire to align our plan with statistics 

from the Australian Bureau of Statistics and is consistent with the findings within the Wheatbelt 

Youth Strategy 2012 – 2017.  

Following a detailed assessment of the needs of local young people, a number of options have 

been considered and documented.  In developing this plan a commitment has been made to 

work with young people to support the vision of the youth within the Shire of Chittering to have 

the opportunity to reach their potential. 

During  March -  April 2014, young people were invited to comment on the development of this 

plan through the youth survey ‘Let’s Get It Right for Young People’ to which a total of 162 young 

people responded.  These responses were gathered through online surveys and face-to-face 

interviews in structured forums and casually around the area.  They were asked for their views 

on what they thought the priorities of the Youth Strategy should be and what they thought the 

gaps in provision were.  

Twelve local sporting and community organisations also commented on the services they 

provide and their views on the needs of local youth. 

This strategy document sets out the priorities and actions that the Shire of Chittering will 

undertake over the next three years to improve young people’s lives. 

  

Item 9.3.2 - Attachment 1

Page 41



Shire of Chittering Youth Strategy 2015-2018 

 

 
 

6 

 

Reference Documents 

• Australia Bureau of Statistics. (2011) 

• Our Youth – Our Future, West Australia’s Youth Strategic Framework (Department for 

Communities) 

• Wheatbelt Blue Print 2015 

• Wheatbelt Regional Children’s Services Plan 

• Wheatbelt Youth Strategy 2012-2017  

• Wheatbelt Youth Services Directory 2013 

• Wheatbelt Workforce Development Plan 2013–2016 

• Shire of Chittering Strategic Community Plan (2012-2022) 

• Shire of Chittering Community Development Plan 2014 – 2024 

• Shire of Chittering Disability Access and Inclusion Plan 2012 - 2017 

• Shire of Chittering Sport & Recreation Plan 2012-2022 

• Shire of Chittering Economic Development Strategy 2015-2025 

• Shire of Chittering (draft) Community Infrastructure Plan  
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Regional Challenges 

The Shire of Chittering is part of the Wheatbelt region of Western Australia.  This region 

considers Northam as the commercial centre, however due to the Shire of Chittering’s proximity 

and access to major road systems to the metropolitan centres of Joondalup and Midland, the 

majority of residents within the Shire access these centres rather than commuting to Northam.  

This poses challenges in terms of fully understanding the regional and local area needs for the 

Shire as many local residents are sourcing social welfare services, employment opportunities 

and social and recreational pursuits from metropolitan based programs and services rather than 

regional Wheatbelt services.   

For example, there are currently no Government or Not for Profit youth service providers in the 

Shire of Chittering.  Young people seeking social and welfare support are serviced by providers 

who outreach from larger regional centres such as Northam or are required to access youth 

service providers in the Metropolitan areas of Midland and Joondalup. Identifying the 

appropriate service provider and seeking immediate support is often hindered by lack of 

information on what services are available and limitations to outreach times from the regional 

services.   

A further challenge to the Shire outlined within the Wheatbelt Blueprint 2015 is the tendency of 

15 – 19 year olds leaving the area for further education and employment prospects.  This is a 

result of limited local employment and training opportunities and restricted transport options.   

Solutions to employment difficulties for the youth of the Shire will rely on collaborative and 

innovative solutions, improved public transport options and enhanced focus on the needs of the 

emerging workforce represented in the youth population.   

However, with these challenges comes the potential for thinking outside the box towards 

innovative solutions and building on the social capital and civic engagement of children and 

young people within our communities.    
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What does our research tell us? 

Between March and April 2014 we undertook an assessment of the needs of young people in 

the Shire of Chittering and how these relate to Western Australian statistics.  The key findings 

from this were: 

 Western Australia’s youth population grew by 10.5% from 2006 to 2010, the highest 

growth in the youth population in Australia during this period.  Statistics are currently 

unavailable to reflect the actual growth of the local youth population. 

According to the Wheatbelt Development Commission, “the Central Midlands Region 

(which incorporates the Chittering Shire) has the largest proportion of its population  

[represented by] young families with primary school aged children(22%).  Under 

representation of population aged 14-44 (33%) compared to State figures (43%).  This is 

particularly evident in the 15-29 age cohort illustrating the trend of out-migration to 

seek other education or employment opportunities. 

Recent economic planning for the Wheatbelt Indicates that the Avon, Central Coast and 

Central Midlands populations will double by 2031, amounting to 42,500 more people.  It 

should therefore be reasonable to expect that once those figures are extrapolated there 

would be a significant increase of the population aged between 14 – 34 in accordance 

with those projections”. 

 

 By 2030, it is projected that there will be 20% more young Western Australians.  The top 

three issues of personal concern for young people overall in Western Australia are: 

coping with stress, school or study problems and depression.  This is for the most part in 

alignment with the information gathered from our own local youth. 

 

According to the Australian Bureau of Statistics, in the Shire of Chittering there are; 

• 717 Children aged 5 to 14 years (15% of population) 

• 492 Young people aged 15 to 24 years (10% of population) 

• 49% are boys and young men  

• 51% are girls and young women  

• 0.01 % of the population identify as Aboriginal/Torres Strait Islander 

• 0.03% of the population speak a language other than English at home 

• Youth numbers are predicted to approximately double over the next 12 years 
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Muchea has the second highest expected housing growth in Western Australia over the next 5 

years at 27.2%.  This in part may be linked to the development of the Northlink Project, which 

will provide direct access from Tonkin Highway to Muchea nonstop. It is envisaged that this will 

lead to the Southern communities of the Shire being a marketable solution to people wanting to 

commute to the metropolitan area whilst residing on small acre farming and lifestyle blocks that 

are indicative of the developments in the area potentially increasing the numbers of families 

with children and young people residing in the Chittering Shire.   

However, as highlighted in the Wheatbelt Blueprint (2015, p5) alongside the increase in 
population is the expected out migration of 15 – 19 year olds in search of education and 
employment opportunities.    
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Existing Services 

The Shire currently supports an active youth representative body “Chittering Youth Krew”, 

(formed in 2012) who have a mixed representation from the Catholic Agricultural College and 

young people from the localities of Bindoon, Upper Chittering and Lower Chittering. 

There are no dedicated youth service providers within the Shire of Chittering, however there are 

a number of active community and sporting organisations.  These include but are not limited to 

Scouts, Football, Tennis, Netball and Athletics. Further details of these can be found on the Shire 

website. 

The Community and Club Development Officer within the Shire of Chittering utilises a 

community development framework towards the planning and facilitation of age appropriate 

services, facilities and opportunities for youth and; carries the portfolio responsibility for the 

Chittering Youth Krew.   
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What Youth in Chittering have told us? 

162 young people responded to the ‘Let’s get it right’ survey.  They told us that: 

• 82% of youth felt Chittering is a good area to grow-up in. 

• 74% felt Chittering was NOT a good area to stay after they left school. 

• Employment opportunities are their most important priority. 

• Things to do and places to go is a significant gap. 

• Services were not easy to get to, so transport was a significant issue. 

• The survey revealed that 2 in 4 young people believe there are insufficient opportunities 

in the local community for employment and job training after high school.  

• The top four personal concerns for the local youth were; 

(1) Coping with stress 

(2) School study problems 

(3) Depression 

(4) Family Conflict 

• 62% of respondents felt there was enough information available on issues that concerned 

them. The internet was identified as the primary source of this information by 86% of the 

youth. 

 The internet is the number one source of information for young people, with 1 in 5 

young people spending at least 20 hours a week on social networking sites. 

 1 in 5 young people indicated they were either; 

(i) Extremely or very concerned about family conflict. 

(ii) Young people have ranked the economy and financial matters as the number one 

issue of national importance.  It is clear that today’s youth are worried about how 

they will make a living and prosper in a tight labour market. 
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OUR PRIORITIES 

1. Listening to young people 

Results from the  “Let’s Get It Right for Young People,” survey 2014 highlighted that young 

people want the chance to shape the services they receive.  When asked how can organisations 

in the Shire of Chittering work together better, 39% said ‘by listening to young people.’ 

 

 

 

Involving young people and giving them a voice in the decisions which are being made about the 

types of services and support young people receive is key.  The Shire recognised this by revising 

the terms of reference and formalising the Chittering Youth Krew as an advisory group to the 

Shire of Chittering with a Councillor Youth Portfolio responsibility.  

Drawing connection between local schools, sporting clubs and community groups would 

strengthen the connection of the Youth Krew to their local community and provide opportunity 

for increased civic engagement, skills development and mentoring opportunities.   

Increased participation from the Chittering Youth Krew membership could be facilitated by 

rotation of meetings and events throughout the Shire in localities such as Lower Chittering, 

Muchea and Wannamal.  

Engagement strategies with children and young people about issues which affect them need to 

be delivered in a coordinated way to ensure engagement is consistent and effective.  

It is also important for young people to receive feedback from their suggestions and have an 

understanding that their input has influenced the decisions that are made about the local youth 

services and facilities. 

  What We Can Do? 
 

 The Chittering Youth Krew formalised as an advisory group to the Shire of 

Chittering with Councillor Youth portfolio responsibility.  

 Build better connections between youth and their local community (ie, schools 

community groups and sporting clubs). 

 Ensure two way communication between local youth and the Shire through the 

various communication strategies of the Shire and by undertaking an annual 

youth survey to inform our progress. 

 
 
 
 
 

“Youth forums should be developed in each area and 

they will tell you what services are missing and what 

your priorities should be” 
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2. Things to do and places to go 

In the “Let’s Get It Right for Young People,” survey 2014 84% of young people highlighted that 

‘things to do and places to go’ is a significant gap for them.  

The survey also revealed that young people felt that there was a lack of things to do and 

requests were made for more youth activities and other sporting facilities. An audit of current 

services has highlighted that there are a number of semi-regular youth specific events within the 

Shire of Chittering, and that there may be a lack of awareness amongst young people about 

what opportunities actually exist.  

 

 

 

Youth responses to the survey indicated a strong desire for a regular “drop-in” style of service.  

Contemporary research on youth centres and activities suggest that traditional stand alone 

youth centres are now being replaced by intergenerational spaces that allow social engagement 

across the lifespan and promote inclusion of young people with varying interests and abilities.   

  

“Use social marketing as a way to give us 

information about what things there are to do!” 

What We Can Do? 
 

 School holiday activities that showcase local opportunities or provide avenues 

to access services not normally available within the shire.  

 Youth Krew activities and youth involvement in the planning and delivery of  

community events. 

 Explore possibility of utilising existing facility or new CRC facility that 

incorporates a youth drop in space.  

 Incorporate youth specific sporting facilities or events in council planning, 

development and services.  
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3. Reducing risky behaviours 

What is clear from the youth survey is that the majority of those young people who responded 

considered smoking, drug use and alcohol abuse to be important issues for young people.  Many 

young people highlighted the link between not having enough things to do and places to go with 

becoming involved in negative behaviours, which may put themselves or others at risk of harm. 

 

 

The survey also revealed that help is required to reduce: 

 Alcohol and drug abuse 

 The number of smokers aged 14 to 24 

In the youth survey sexual health services, or more specifically the lack of, was also ranked 

highly as a priority area for local youth. Local anecdotal evidence also suggests self-harm to be 

an issue within the region which requires attention. 

      

“I would like more places to socialise all over the area, 

because it is easy to get into crime, drugs and alcohol.” 

What We Can Do? 

 Partner with health services, Police and other Government Departments to 

deliver programs / services and workshops within the shire.   

 Ensure events and activities provided by the Shire have a focus on engaging 

local youth and promote information exchange.   

 Empower the Chittering Youth Krew with information and advocacy skills to 

ensure that they are able to advocate to Council what gaps and needs exist for 

youth within the Shire; for consideration in all Council planning, development 

and service provision.   
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4. Helping young people to succeed 

Local youth unemployment continues to be a key concern for young people.  In our youth 

survey, 62% of young people said that employment opportunities were their most important 

priority. 

Across rural Western Australia the employment rate has declined much faster for young people 

than for older workers.  Increasing participation in education and training is the best way to help 

young people succeed, as it will give them the foundation they require to progress into work. 

In the youth survey young people were also asked what other support would help improve their 

lives; 20% asked for careers advice. 

 

 

 

 

    

What We Can Do? 

 Ensure that youth needs are considered within planning and development 

activities to address out - migration issues of youth and build sustainable 

employment options.   

 Identify and market to young people the support systems available in our local 

area i.e. counselling and social supports  

 Partner and collaborate with training providers to deliver careers advice and 

skills workshops 

“I would like careers advice and skills workshops 

to help me get a job? 
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5. Getting about 

Transport can be a barrier for some young people who may not be able to rely on the goodwill 

of their parents and / or friends to take them to and from the things they want to be involved in. 

Local transportation is a significant issue, which must be considered in context. 

With no real public transport facilities available without prior private transport, people without 

their own vehicles are strongly disadvantaged throughout the region. 

    

What We Can Do 

 

o Local information provision for 

youth regarding further 

education opportunities and 

career development. 

o Provide meaningful 

volunteering opportunities for 

young people that will lead to 

education, training and 

employment. 

What We Can Do? 

 Consider regional responses and collaboration with bordering shires for 
transport options and solutions 
 

 Advocate the needs of youth in Council planning and development 
surrounding sustainable transport solutions now and into the future.   
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Our Action Plan  
The below priorities are strongly embedded in the Strategies and key priorities of the Shire of Chittering Strategic Community Plan 2012 – 2022.  
 

Priority Area 1: Listening to Young people 

How we will do it 
Other important documents 
that talk about this. 

How we will know we are 
doing it 

Who we will need to help 
us 

What it will look like when 
we have achieved it. 

The Chittering Youth Krew 
formalised as an advisory 
group to the Shire of 
Chittering with  Councillor 
Youth portfolio 
responsibility.  

 Wheatbelt Youth Strategy 

2012 – 2017 

 SOC Communication 

Strategy 

 SOC Community 

Engagement Strategy 

 SOC Community 

Development Plan 

Youth Krew presentation to 
Council and councillor 
portfolio reports in Council 
minutes. 
 
Youth Krew Facebook Page 
likes and interactions.   

Council 
Youth Krew 
CDO 
Schools 
Bordering shires (Toodyay, 
Gingin, Victoria Plains, 
Swan) 
Northern Valley Early Years 
Network 
 

Better connection with youth 
through increased 
membership on Youth Krew 
and broader exposure of 
Youth Krew to the 
community.   

 
Young people report that they 
have been heard and can see 
outcomes of their interactions 
through council planning, 
development and services.  

Build better connections 
between youth and their 
local community through 
Community and Club 
development activities. 
 

 Wheatbelt Blueprint 
(Connected community 
3.1) (Liveable Communities 
4.3) 

 Wheatbelt Youth Strategy 
2012 - 2017 

 SOC Community 
Development Plan 

 SOC Sport and Recreation 
Plan  

Increased Youth 
representation within 
sporting clubs, community 
groups. 
Increased youth participation 

in voluntary roles within the 

community.  

Annual youth survey  

Community Groups 
Sporting clubs 
Schools 
Youth  & Youth Krew 
Council and Shire Staff 
Department of Sport and 
Recreation 
Wheatbelt Development 
Commission 
Regional Development 
Australia  – Wheatbelt. 
Northern Growth Alliance 

Increased youth membership 
on community and club 
committees. 
 
Increased focus from 
community groups / clubs in 
youth specific roles and 
events / activities.   
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How we will do it 
Other important documents 
that talk about this. 

How we will know we are 
doing it 

Who we will need to help 
us 

What it will look like when 
we have achieved it. 

Ensure two way 
communications between 
local youth and the Shire. 

 SOC Communication 
Strategy 

 SOC Community 
Engagement Strategy 

 SOC Community 

Development Plan 

 

Shire Website 
Facebook 
Shire contact points – Library 
/ CCDO  
Youth Krew minutes 
Annual youth survey to 
determine current issues and 
measure achievement 
against this plan. 

Youth  
Shire staff 
Councillors 
Youth Krew 
Schools 
Northern Valleys Early 
Years Network 

Young people report that they 
have been heard and can see 
outcomes of their interactions 
through council planning, 
development and services 
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Priority Area 2: Things to do and places to go 

How we will do it 
Other important documents 
that talk about this. 

How we will know we are 
doing it 

Who we will need to help 
us 

What it will look like when 
we have achieved it. 

School holiday activities 
that showcase local 
opportunities or;  provide 
avenues to access services 
not normally available 
within the shire.  
 

 Wheatbelt Blueprint 
(Connected Communities 
3.1) (Liveable Communities 
4.3) 

 SOC Community 
Development Plan 

 SOC Sport and Recreation 
Plan 

 DAIP 2012 - 2022 

Delivery of three school 
holiday activities across the 
Shire(April, July, October) 
 
Feedback via Shire 
Community Engagement 
strategies and the generation 
of ideas for future events via 
these channels 

Community groups and 
local services 
bordering Shires 
Schools 
Youth 
Northern Valleys Early 
Years Network. 

Well attended school 
holiday activities across the 
Shires localities (Bindoon 
April 2016, Wannamal July 
2016, Muchea October 
2016)  

Youth Krew activities and 
youth involvement in 
community events where 
youth have areas of 
responsibility in event 
planning, development 
and delivery.   

 Wheatbelt Blueprint 
(Connected Communities) 

 SOC Community 
Development Plan  

 SOC Economic 
Development Plan 

  

Youth Krew Excursions. 
Delivery of the Annual Youth 
Festival. 
Youth involvement and 
participation at other Shire 
run and Community events 
such as Wear Ya Wellies, 
Taste of Chittering, Bindoon 
Agricultural Show.  
 

Youth Krew 
Youth 
EDO 
Businesses 
Community groups 
Schools  

Successful delivery of 
Annual Youth Festival 
March 2016 with increased 
participation from 2015.   
 
Increased involvement of 
youth in the planning and 
delivery of community 
events.   

Explore possibility of 
utilising existing facility or 
new CRC facility that 
incorporates a youth drop 
in space.  

 Wheatbelt Blueprint 
(Connected Communities) 

 SOC Community 
Development Plan  

 SOC Economic 
Development Plan 

Youth Krew presentation to 
council and user groups of 
Shirefacilities. 
Youth considerations within 
Economic Development and 
Development Services plans 
and activities.   

Wheatbelt Development 
Commission 
Regional development 
Australia 
Council 
Community 
Bordering Shires 
Funding providers (State, 
Federal, Business, 

Dedicated youth space 
within multipurpose shire 
facility.   
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How we will do it 
Other important documents 
that talk about this. 

How we will know we are 
doing it 

Who we will need to help 
us 

What it will look like when 
we have achieved it. 

Philanthropic) 

The promotion of KidSport 
to encourage increased 
youth involvement in local 
sport and recreational 
pursuits. 
 
The exploration of funding 
opportunities similar to 
KidSport that may enable 
youth to access 
community groups.  

 Wheatbelt Blueprint 
(Connected Communities) 

 SOC Community 
Development Plan  

 SOC Economic 
Development Plan 

Youth Krew focus session on 
sport and recreational needs 
within the Shire. 
KidSport applications and 
info graphics.   

Department of Sport and 
Recreation 
State Sporting Associations 
Wheatbelt Development 
Commission 
Regional Development 
Australia - Wheatbelt 

Increased KidSport 
approvals. 
 
Increased youth 
membership rates within 
sports and recreation 
clubs. 
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Priority Area 3: Reducing risky behaviours 

How we will do it 
Other important documents 
that talk about this. 

How we will know we are 
doing it 

Who we will need to help 
us 

What it will look like when 
we have achieved it. 

Partner with Government 
Departments, Not for 
Profit organisations and 
Businesses to deliver 
identified and / or targeted  
programs/ services  
/workshops.  To address 
issues such as antisocial 
behaviour or provision of 
supports to assist with 
family conflict issues or 

depression. Departments 
to deliver programs / 
services and workshops 
within the shire.   
 

 Wheatbelt Blueprint 
Connected Communities 
3.1 

 SOC Community 
Development Strategy 

 SOC Sport and Recreation 
Strategy 

 Strategic Directions 2015 – 
2018. Healthier Country 
Communities through 
Partnerships and 
Innovation 

 Coastal Wheatbelt and 
Moora Service Plan 2012 – 
2022 

Annual Youth Survey. 
 
 
 
 

Gingin Police 
Chittering Health Service 
Dept Health  
Department for Education 
WA Country Health Services 
Schools 
Dept Sport and Recreation 
Chittering Health Centre 
Council 
Development Services 
Northern Valleys Early 
Years Network 

Increased service provision 
to the local area and 
delivery of targeted 
workshops 

Ensure events and 
activities provided by the 
Shire have a focus on 
engaging local youth and 
promote information 
exchange.   

 Wheatbelt Blueprint 
Connected Communities 
3.1 

 SOC Community 
Development Strategy 

 SOC Sport and Recreation 
Strategy 

Annual Youth Survey Youth Krew 
CCDO 
EDO 
All Shire Staff 

The delivery of a successful 
Youth Festival and youth 
involvement in other Shire 
events and activities.  

Empower the Chittering 
Youth Krew with 
information and advocacy 
skills to ensure that they 
are able to advocate to 

 
 
 
 
 

Training  and skills 
development 
opportunities made 
available. 
 

Council 
Youth Krew 
Youth 
 

Young people report that 
they have been heard and 
can see outcomes of their 
interactions through 
council planning, 
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How we will do it 
Other important documents 
that talk about this. 

How we will know we are 
doing it 

Who we will need to help 
us 

What it will look like when 
we have achieved it. 

Council what gaps and 
needs exist for youth 
within the Shire; for 
consideration in all Council 
planning, development 
and service provision.   

 
 

 development and services 
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Priority Area 4: Helping young people to succeed 

How we will do it 
Other important documents 
that talk about this. 

How we will know we are 
doing it 

Who we will need to help 
us 

What it will look like when 
we have achieved it. 

Ensure that Youth needs 
are considered within 
planning and development 
activities to address out - 
migration issues of youth 
and build sustainable 
employment options.   
 
Investigate out migration 
issues for youth and utilise 
this as rationale for public 
transport needs within the 
Shire.  
 

 Wheatbelt Blueprint 
(Vibrant economy 1.2 - 
Workforce attraction)  
(Clever People – 2.1, 2.2, 
2.3) (Marketing Wheatbelt 
opportunities 5.1) Effective 
partnerships 6.1) 

 Wheatbelt Regional Plan 
2013 - 2018 

Annual Youth survey  Youth Krew 
Council 
Development Services 
EDO 
Regional Alliance 
Avon Regional 
Organisations of Councils 
Department of Education 
Regional Training 
organisations. 
Business Sector 
 

 

Identify and market to 
young people the support 
systems available in our 
local area i.e. counselling 
and social supports / 
activities. 

 

 

 

 

Community Development 

activities 

Chittering Youth Krew 

activities.   

Youth Krew 
CCDO 
EDO 
Community Groups  

Increased youth 
involvement in social, 
activities throughout the 
Shire.  

Partner and collaborate 
with training providers to 
deliver careers advice and 
skills workshops. 
 
Shire open day for local 

 Wheatbelt workforce 
development plan 2013–
2016 

 Wheatbelt Blueprint 
(Vibrant economy - 
Workforce attraction)  

Delivery of a Shire careers 
expo open day. 

Department of Training and 
Workforce Development 
Council 
Youth Krew 
Regional Alliance 
Avon Regional 
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How we will do it 
Other important documents 
that talk about this. 

How we will know we are 
doing it 

Who we will need to help 
us 

What it will look like when 
we have achieved it. 

schools to promote Local 
Government employment 
opportunites.   

(Clever People – 2.1, 2.2, 
2.3) (Marketing Wheatbelt 
opportunities 5.1) Effective 
partnerships 6.1) 

Organisations of Councils 
Wheatbelt Development 
Commission 
Regional Development 
Australia - Wheatbelt 

Improve linkages with 
Education providers and 
pursue further education 
opportunities within the 
Shire. 
 
Explore trade based 
employment opportunities 
within the Shire with the 
future Muchea 
Employment node.   
 

 Wheatbelt workforce 
development plan 2013–
2016 

 Wheatbelt Blueprint 
(Vibrant economy - 
Workforce attraction)  
(Clever People – 2.1, 2.2, 
2.3) (Marketing Wheatbelt 
opportunities 5.1) Effective 
partnerships 6.1) 

 Wheatbelt Rgional Plan 
2013 – 2018. 

 Department of Training and 
Workforce Development 
Council 
Youth Krew 
Regional Alliance 
Avon Regional 
Organisations of Councils 
Wheatbelt Development 
Commission 
Regional Development 
Australia - Wheatbelt 
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Priority Area 5: Getting About 

How we will do it 
Other important documents 
that talk about this. 

How we will know we are 
doing it 

Who we will need to help 
us 

What it will look like when 
we have achieved it. 

Consider regional 
responses and 
collaboration with 
bordering shires for 
transport options and 
solutions  
 

 Wheatbelt Blueprint. 

 Wheatbelt Regional Plan 
2013 – 2018 

 Public Transport Authority 

PTA Strategic Plan 2013-17 

 AROC 
Northern Growth Alliance 
Council and 
Youth Krew 
EMTS 

Improved transport 

solutions for youth within 

the Shire.  

Advocate the needs of 
youth in Council planning 
and development 
surrounding sustainable 
transport solutions now 
and into the future.  
 
 
 
 
 

 Youth focus sessions on out 

migration issues. 

Annual Youth Survey 
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Shire of Chittering 
6177 Great Northern Highway 
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Contact:  Community and Club Development Officer 
 
 
Document Control 
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Introduction 
 

The Shire of Chittering recognises that community safety and crime prevention is a complex issue that relies 
on combined efforts from the community as a whole including Council, residents, local businesses, State 
Government agencies and community groups.  

Crime statistics and trends provide the basis for community safety and crime prevention activities however; 
public perceptions are just as important to any planning tool as they provide a guide on how safe community 
members feel within their own community.   

The Shire of Chittering Community Safety and Crime Prevention Plan 2016 – 2019 is an essential component of 
the Shire’s integrated planning and reporting framework; as an operational plan that identifies community 
safety requirements and strategies over the next three years.   

 
Purpose 
 

This plan continues to build on the findings and actions outlined in the Shire of Chittering Community Safety 
and Crime Prevention Plan 2012 – 2015 and aims to guide the actions of the Shire of Chittering and its 
community over the next three years.  These actions will be informed through:  

• consideration of the existing Shire of Chittering Strategic Community Plan 2012 - 2022 and relevant 
operational plans such as: 

o Corporate Business Plan 2015 – 2019 

o Community Development Plan 2014 - 2024 

o (draft) Youth Plan 2016 

o Proposed Ageing Plan 2016 

o (draft) Community Infrastructure Plan  

o Economic Development Strategy 2015 - 2025 

o Community Engagement Plan 2012;   

• Reference to the Wheatbelt Blueprint 2015, particularly in relation to liveable and connected 
communities;   

• Analysis of the community responses to the Shire of Chittering Community Safety and Crime 
Prevention Survey 19 March – 10 April 2015; 

• Consideration of outcomes and activities from the Shire of Chittering Community Safety and Crime 
Prevention 2012 – 2015 plan;  

• Reference to the Western Australian State CCTV Strategy 2015 and review of outcomes of the 
Protecting the People of Chittering  and Making our Parks Safe in Chittering CCTV projects and; 

• Consideration of current local crime statistics and trends.  
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How we developed the plan. 
 

In developing this plan the Shire of Chittering reviewed the achievements and outcomes from the 2012 – 2015 
Community Safety and Crime Prevention Plan and undertook a Community Perception Survey.  The outcomes 
of both activities are outlined below.   

 
Achievements  and outcomes of 2012 – 2015 plan 
Priority 1: Awareness of community safety and property security. 

• 1.1 The re-establishment of Rural Watch has not occurred as the local Police actively utilise the E-
Watch program and the Shire Facebook page and/ or Twitter as a means for communicating 
community safety issues or incidents to the community.     

• 1.2 New property owner welcome packs have been issued to 91 residents in the period January 2015 – 
November 2015.   These packs contain welcome letter, tip pass, firebreak notice, and fridge magnet 
outlining key Firebreak notice dates and Councillor Information for rates.   

Priority 2: Supporting youth and youth services 

• A Youth Portfolio responsibility has been established for the Shire of Chittering Council with the 
Chittering Youth Krew becoming a formal Advisory Group to Council.  The Youth Krew are supported 
by the Shire’s Community and Club Development Officer who holds project management responsibility 
for the Youth Krew.    

• A Shire of Chittering Youth Plan is expected to be presented to the Shire of Chittering Council at the 
December 2015 Ordinary Council Meeting.  This Plan captures the needs and aspirations of the local 
youth and outlines the Shire of Chittering commitments towards assisting young people in preparation 
for adulthood so that they can reach their full potential.   

• Through community events such as the annual Youth Festival and a targeted Graffiti workshop the 
Shire has actively worked towards increasing the awareness of the dangers of drugs, alcohol and 
speeding and; has endeavoured to address antisocial behaviours such as graffiti and vandalism.  

Priority 3: Education on alcohol and drug related issues 

• All Shire community events aim to provide information and awareness on drug and alcohol related 
issues. 

• The Shire of Chittering Youth Plan has identified a priority ‘Working towards reducing risky behaviours: 
Minimising negative behaviours which may put our young people at risk’.  This will be further defined 
within the Youth Plan.   

Priority 4: Designing public spaces and facilities for community safety and crime prevention 

• Two successful Community Crime Prevention Fund grant projects were funded in 2015 to detract 
people from participating in anti-social or illegal behaviours in and around the Shire: 
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o “Protecting the people in Chittering” which included the installation of three CCTV cameras in 
the Tourist Centre, Bindoon Hall and carpark area and Shire administration centre upgrade to 
support the new installations and; 

o  “Making our Parks Safe in Chittering” which included the installation of five new CCTV 
camera’s in the Chinkabee Complex area and Clune Park.    

• Shire of Chittering Development services are required to follow the Department of Planning 
Residential Design codes towards designing out crime through the orientation of homes and 
businesses. Termed as ‘eyes on the street ‘through the orientation of homes and businesses.   This 
concept can be seen in the proposed development of Binda Place precinct and new property 
development areas such as Bindoon Vista where housing design allows for views onto the street i.e. 
wide setbacks, restrictions on fencing heights or the type of materials used to allow for better 
monitoring from within homes. 

• The Shire has successfully received and implemented several Blackspot funding projects throughout 
2015 to improve road conditions within the Shire: 

o Installation of lighting on Muchea East Road including the intersections of Santa Gertrudis 
Drive and Hereford at a cost of $174,000. 

o Widened the formation of the road, guide posts and installation of signage and lighting on the 
intersection of Sandpiper Mews and Ridgetop Ramble.  Project commenced in 2012 and 
completed in 2015 to a total value of $156, 087. 

o Re-alignment of horizontal road curve and asphalt seal at the intersection of Lake Road and 
Chittering Road to a total value of $190,000. 

• Improvements to community facilities are considered as part of ongoing planning, replacement and 
budget processes and have resulted in improvements to lighting in several prominent areas within the 
community including Clune Park, Bindoon Post Office, Muchea Hall Netball courts, Lower Chittering 
Hall, and Hereford Way lighting; as well as the introduction of a footpath to Pioneer Drive in Bindoon. 

Priority 5:  Partnership with key stakeholders to reduce incidents of speed and hooning to make the roads 
safer. 

Several activities have been undertaken in the period 2012 – 2015 these include: 

• $20,000 Roadwise campaign ‘Slow Down and enjoy the ride in (& to) Chittering’ –   The 11-month 
campaign aimed to raise the awareness of the local community, and visitors to the area, of the shared 
responsibility for road safety.  We targeted a number of areas throughout the project: 

o Child Car Restraint Fitting – our free coffee ‘n’ cake with your free fitting or check didn’t really 
have a lot of impact, we feel that most people get their restraints fitted in-store. 

o Community Surveys – the pre-campaign survey showed us the areas that people needed to 
receive information and the post-campaign survey assured us that the campaign had been 
seen, with the messages received. 

o Driver Reviver – our two driver revivers gave locals the opportunity to be involved with the 
campaign and share the message with visitors. 
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o Local Event Support – this was possibly the most successful part of the campaign, a wide range 
of resources have been collated for use in the future.  These resources will continue to share 
the message along with assisting local event organisers. 

o New Drivers – the provision of a free information bag for new drivers is a positive action, 
however, as it was undertaken by a third party we are unable to comment on how they were 
received.  This would be a great initiative should the handing over of the bag be accompanied 
by some explanation / request for feedback. 

o Overall Message Promotion – the bumper sticker competition was great fun, it was wonderful 
to be able to share local events (with the ‘Slow Down’ message) through local radio stations 
with the banners / signage raising the presentation of local events. 

o Skipper Program and Drink Driving Awareness – the branded canvas posters and water bottles 
were a welcome addition to local licenced venues and at events selling alcohol. 

Pre and post campaign surveys were utilised to determine the impact of the campaign.  The results of 
these are contained in Attachment 1 & 2.   

• Speed reduction in Bindoon Town centre as part of a Main Roads trial with an activated speed sign and 
continual liaison between Main Roads and Shire of Chittering Technical Services.   

• The Shire of Chittering participates in Road Safety Audits each year.   

 
Consultation 
During the period of 19 March – 10 April 2015, a survey was undertaken to ascertain community perceptions 
on Community Safety and Crime Prevention within the Shire of Chittering (Appendix 3).  The community was 
invited to participate in the survey via the Shire website, email listings for Businesses, Community groups, 
media contacts, Shire of Chittering Facebook page and public noticeboards. Surveys were available 
electronically or in hard copy from the Shire Administration office or the Bindoon Post Office.    

The community was advised that the outcomes of the survey would be utilised for the review of the Shire of 
Chittering Community Safety and Crime Prevention Plan 2012 – 2015. 

45 submissions were received during the survey period comprising of 28 responses from residents in the 
Chittering / Lower Chittering area, 15 responses from Bindoon and 1 response each from Mooliabeenee, 
Muchea and Wannamal areas.  Survey results are contained in Appendix 4. 

• 36 respondents believe that living in the Shire of Chittering is quite or somewhat safe with one 
respondent indicating that they feel somewhat unsafe.  

• 86% of people believe that the crime rate in the Shire of Chittering is quite or somewhat low. 

• 71% of people believe that safety and crime within Chittering has remained the same during the time 
that they have resided in the Shire, however 26% believe that it has become more of a problem.   

• Home break in, rural theft and dangerous road conditions including speeding and dangerous driving 
were considered the top safety and crime issues across the Shire.   Of these poor / hazardous road 
conditions and speeding or dangerous driving were considered the greatest priority areas for the 
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community to address.  These statistics are fairly consistent with WA Police Crime Statistics for the 
period February – September 2015. Appendix 5. 

The community were asked to identify specific areas within the Shire where they feel unsafe, overwhelmingly 
the responses related to the areas identified as the greatest priority areas outlined above.   

Community suggestions towards making people feel safer and prevent crime in the Shire included: 

• Neighbourhood or community watch and increased community focus around this.  

Current or planned responses to this issue: 

The Shire of Chittering has been involved in the Ewatch program however we have found that the Shire 
Facebook site and other community network Facebook sites such as Chittering Noticeboard, Northern Valley 
Noticeboard, Bullsbrook Muchea Information and Selling Page and the Bullsbrook Residents and Rate Payers 
Association (BRRA) are being utilised more frequently and have proven to be effective communication 
strategies that are also utilised by the local police.   

• More police presence 

Current or planned responses to this issue: 

The recent CCTV installations and upgrades to the Bindoon Tourist Bureau, Chinkabee complex and Clune Park 
in Bindoon enables police to wirelessly connect and view live footage to ascertain requirements to attend 
incidents.  The Shire is committed towards building our CCTV capabilities within the Shire and will work closely 
with the local Police within the bounds of the Western Australian State CCTV Strategy.   

• Improved roads and road lighting  

Current or planned responses to this issue: 

Main Roads are in the research phase of an initiative to address heavy haulage issues along Great Northern 
Highway within the Bindoon town site as part of the Australian Government Nation Building Project – Great 
Norther Highway Muchea to Wubin.   The Bindoon Bypass committee commenced on 9 July 2015 meeting bi-
monthly with the aim to ensure that Council and the Chittering Community are informed and prepared for the 
highway deviation to reduce heavy haulage traffic within the Bindoon Town centre.  The primary focus of the 
group has been to ensure that Bindoon continues to be a stopover point or destination for passing travelers.  

The Shire of Chittering Binda Place Improvement Plan is a response to community safety concerns in Bindoon’s 
‘CBD’. The current inadequate roadway and parking designs, along with the lack of a footpath, mean that the 
area is quite dangerous for both vehicles and pedestrians, with a number of ‘near misses’ occurring on a 
regular basis. This project is awaiting final construction drawings and will be going to tender in December 
2015.   The key deliverables are to: 

o Increased investment in property development in Binda Place  

o Increase in local employment opportunities;  

o Improved access and efficiency (traffic and pedestrian);  

o Improved safety (traffic and pedestrian);  
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o  Improved streetscape appearance (landscaping and street furniture); and  

o  Creation of a promotable precinct.  

• Black spot funding projects have been approved within the Shire of Chittering 2015 /2016 budget to 
address road safety issues on Julimar Road ($217,800), Muchea East / Wandena Roads ($291,600) and 
the Inter-section of Blue Plains and Maddern Roads ($303,900).   Future proposed Black spot funding 
sites include the Intersection of Chittering and Chittering Valley Roads, Mooliabeenee and Bindoon 
Moora Road and the installation of crash barriers at three locations along Chittering Road.    

Other informing Strategies and Plans 
Draft Shire of Chittering Age Friendly Community Plan  

During 2015 the Shire of Chittering successfully obtained funding from the Department of Local Government 
and Communities, to assist in the preparation of an Age Friendly Community Plan.  As part of this process two 
Focus groups were held with seniors, carers and service providers to identify the age-friendly features, 
barriers, and suggestions for improvement, against each of the following essential features of an age friendly 
community: 

• outdoor spaces and building 

•  transport 

•  housing  

•  social participation 

•  respect and social inclusion 

•  civic participation and employment 

•  communication and information  

•  community support and health services. 

 
The feedback from the Focus group sessions will inform the development of an Age Friendly Community Plan 
expected to be finalised in February 2016 with initial feedback suggesting that footpaths and getting around 
town are considered a priority for seniors within our community.   

Draft Shire of Chittering Youth Plan 

Youth feedback during the development of the Shire of Chittering Draft Youth Plan suggests that young people 
identify not having enough things to do and places to go with becoming involved in negative behaviours, which 
may put themselves or others at risk of harm. 
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2016- 2019 Priorities and Objectives 
 

The ongoing focus of this plan is to maintain community safety and ensure continuing measures that 
contribute to keeping the levels of crime low. 

With this in mind the Shire of Chittering is committed to continuing the work that has been undertaken in the 
previous plan whilst incorporating the lessons learnt from our review of activities over the previous 4 years.   

 Priority 1. Awareness of community safety and property security. 

1.1 Increase reporting of rural crime, arson and other unlawful activities 

1.2 Educate community on crime prevention measures i.e. Ewatch, how to report a crime, Burglar 
beware, Community safety month (Sept), how to report hoon driving. 

 

 Priority 2. Designing public spaces and facilities for community safety and crime prevention 

2.1  Use of Designing Out Crime principles in assessment of lighting, CCTV and urban design 
requirements. 

2.2  Utilise Community Reference groups and Council Advisory groups as a point of reference 
between the community and Council; for consideration in all Council planning, development 
and service provision. 

2.3  Partner and collaborate with State/ Local Government for the provision of appropriate facilities 
within the community. 

 
 Priority 3. Partnership with key stakeholders to address road safety issues 
 

3.1  Liaise with key stakeholders to address road safety issues such as improved lighting, footpaths 
and school bus stops.  

 
3.2  Continue to apply for and implement Black spot funding projects within the Shire. 
 
3.3  Involved with the Towards Zero Roads Safety – Road Safety Strategy for WA 2008-2020. 
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Action Plan 
 
1. Awareness of community safety and property security. 

No Identified Strategies Actions Key 
stakeholders  

Outcomes Evaluation 

1.1 Increase reporting of rural crime, 
arson and other unlawful activities 
 
 

Shire Officers being aware when out 
and about in the community 
(Builders, Compliance, Works Crew, 
Rangers, Community Development 
staff) reporting unusual activity.   
Community encouraged to report 
unlawful activities to Crime 
Stoppers, WAPOL and rangers where 
appropriate.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shire Officers 
Community  
Police 
Community 

Increased reporting to 
WAPOL. 
Reporting noted on 
property files 

WAPOL statistics and 
alignment with 
incoming customer 
requests. 

1.2 Educate community on crime 
prevention measures i.e. Ewatch, 
how to report a crime, Burglar 
beware, Community safety month 
(Sept), how to report hoon driving.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Utilise Shire communication 
strategies to disseminate 
information and point of reference 
for community i.e. Facebook, 
website.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shire Staff 
Police 
Community 

Increased community 
accountability with 
reporting hoon driving to 
improve community safety. 

Evidenced through Shire 
Communication 
strategies. 
 
Comparison of 2015 
statistics against 2019 
statistics. 
 
Evidence of community 
education strategies at 
Shire run events. 
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2. Designing public spaces and facilities for community safety and crime prevention 

No Identified Strategies Actions Key 
stakeholders 

Outcomes Evaluation 

2.1 Use of Designing Out  Crime 
principles in assessment of 
lighting, CCTV and urban design 
requirements 
 
 
 
 

Binda Place redevelopment 
CCTV plan and secure appropriate 
funding to implement projects. 

Developers 
Shire staff 
State / 
Federal Gov. 
agencies 
Councillors 

Reduction of crime in new 
subdivisions. 
Active community spaces.  

Successful grant 
applications. 
 
Community and 
business feedback on 
Binda Place 
redevelopment 

2.2 Utilise Community Reference 
groups and  Council Advisory 
groups as a point of reference 
between the community and 
Council; for consideration in all 
Council planning, development 
and service provision 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Reference groups and 
Advisory groups provide feedback to 
council in relation to community 
safety and crime prevention issues 

Chittering 
Youth Krew 
CCPAG 
Bindoon By 
Pass 
Committee 
 

Formalised group used to 
record and feed 
information to council to 
ensure council resources 
are utilised appropriately 

Minutes of action 
groups 
Reduction in crime 
statistics generally. 

2.3 Partner and collaborate with State 
/ Local Government for the 
provision of appropriate facilities 
within the community 

Secure appropriate funding to 
implement identified projects 

WAPOL 
State / 
Federal Gov. 
agencies 
Northern 
Growth 
Alliance 

Provision of appropriate 
facilities and programs to 
reduce antisocial 
behaviours 

Successful grant 
applications. 
 
Reduction in graffiti 
 
Review of WAPOL crime 
statistics.  
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3. Partnership with key stakeholders to address road safety issues 

No Identified Strategies Actions Key 
stakeholders 

Outcomes Evaluation 

3.1 Liaise with key stakeholders to 
address road safety issues such as 
improved lighting, footpaths and 
school bus stops.  
 
 
 
 

Actively participate in ongoing road 
safety campaigns.   
 
Shire Officers being aware when out 
and about in the community 
(Builders, Compliance, Works Crew, 
Rangers, Community Development 
staff) reporting road safety issues.   
 

Bindoon 
Bypass 
Committee 
CCPAG  
Road Safety 
Commission 
Police 
Wheatbelt 
Development 
Commission. 
RAC – 
Elephant in 
the 
Wheatbelt 
Public 
Transport 
Authority 

Reduction in traffic related 
offences.   
 
Reduction in Road Safety 
issues as reported by 
WAPOL. 

No. of campaigns 
involved in 
 
Bindoon Bypass 
Committee and CCPAG 
meeting minutes 
 
Works requests. 
 
 

3.2 Continue to apply for and 
implement Black spot funding 
projects within the Shire 

Undertake identified Blackspot 
works 

Mainroads 
Shire 

Improved road safety 
across the Shire 

Number of kilometres 
of road safety 
improvements 
completed each year 

3.3 Involved with the Towards Zero 
Roads Safety– Road Safety 
Strategy for WA 2008-2020 

Chittering Community Planning 
Advisory Group (CCPAG) to 
incorporate road safety issues as a 
standing agenda item and call for a 
broader RoadWise committee for 
appropriate projects.  
 
Support community groups to utilise 
RoadWise event funding to promote 
road safety messages. 

Shire 
WAPOL 
CCPAG 
Main Roads 
Schools 
RoadWise 
Advisor 
Road Safety 
Commission 
 
 

Improved community 
involvement and responses 
to road safety issues and 
projects across the Shire.   

CCPAG project 
outcomes 
 
Successful RoadWise 
funding  
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Appendix #1  Slow Down and Enjoy the ride Campaign pre result survey 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Item 9.3.3 - Attachment 1

Page 78



 Shire of Chittering Community Safety and Crime Prevention Plan 2016-2019  
 

  

Appendix #2  Slow Down and Enjoy the ride Campaign post result survey. 
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Appendix #3 Shire of Chittering Community Safety and Crime Survey 2015 
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Appendix #4 Community Safety and Crime Prevention Survey Results 
 

 
 
Community Safety and Crime Prevention Survey 
Summary of Results – July 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This summary was prepared by; 
Lisa Kay 
Community and Club Development Officer 
Shire of Chittering 
6177 Great Northern Highway 
BINDOON WA 6502 
08 9576 4600 
chatter@chittering.wa.gov.au  
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Background: 
During the period of 19 March – 10 April 2015 a survey was undertaken to ascertain community perceptions 
on Community Safety and Crime Prevention within the Shire of Chittering. 
 
The community was advised that the outcomes of the survey would be utilized for the review of the Shire of 
Chittering Community Safety and Crime Prevention Plan 2012 – 2015. 
 
 
Outcomes of the Survey 
45 submissions were received during the survey period.  Details of responses are as outlined below: 
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If there are any specific areas in the Shire of Chittering where you feel unsafe please list them and advise 
why;
Lower Chittering. Rural. Distance from local police in case of emergency.
Muchea Rd East  people overtaking when we are already doing speed limit  Maryville Downs Estate  speeding, 
burnouts and hoon driving activity early hours morning
Chittering Road at night because no lights and narrow and winding road
Muchea, teenagers drinking in the streets
Turning right into Wandena Road at night time coming from Bullsbrook. There should be more light as it's a hard 
road to see especially when you have oncoming traffic heading south along Great Northern Highway.  Makes 
me feel very unsafe.
poor condition of road on hill on ridgetop ramble. poor condition of ridgetop ramble and forrest hill parade. 
Dangerous  Binda Place, Bakery end. exit and entry on to Highway. Had three near misses there myself.  Gt Nth 
Hway - end of overtaking lane heading south, ending near chittering road house, it ends on a crest of hill!!!! Had 
a near miss involving school bus, truck.
Car park at Muchea Hall late at night.
Binda place- it is a nightmare with pram & young children as you have to walk on road in front of shops & often 
trucks & vans park there.  Poor quality roads & limited overtaking opportunities
There are no areas in the Shire of Chittering where I feel unsafe.
Bindoon town site at night.  deserted... needs more 24 hour businesses

I feel very unsafe driving along the Great Northern H'way. The reason is the bad state of the roads in numerous 
spots. The number of road trains and large trucks that drive too fast trying to overtake each other. The huge 
amount of trucks that travel through the town site making it highly dangerous for local community drivers.
The corner of Forrest Hills Parade & Ridgetop Ramble & Ridgetop Ramble before the start of the footpath. As 
we live within the bus zone we are suppose to be able to get ourselves to school by bike or walking. When the 
drainage down Ridgetop Ramble was done, all opportunity to get safely off the road has gone. There are blind 
corners that people fly down & we are on our push bikes going to school. We have had horns blasted at us even 
though we are staying as close to the kerb as we dare.
driving on chittering and chittering valley road as is narrow and in poor condition
Driving on Chittering Road at night especially when it is wet due to poor lighting , road signs and lines on road
Muchea. They're all dodgy down there.
Unlit or poorly lit places where you may walk  
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What do you think could be done to make you feel safer or prevent crime in the Shire of Chittering?
More Police patrols, a local maned police station (Muchea)
move police from gingin closer to where the increase of crime and majority population live.  Currently no 
neighborhood watch in area.... better community focus around this.
police presence, speed cameras on other roads not just hway
more lights on main roads
bulldoze muchea
Community committee, shared outcomes
Have a police station whithin our Shire.
The establishment of a permanent police ranger presence
Better street lighting on minor roads up to 1 km from Bindoon
Community or Rural watch program so we all look out for each other and know who our neighbors are.
More police
More of an effort towards a form of neighbourhood watch
More neighborhood aware eg neighborhood watch schemes to tackle rural theft.
more community networking
permanent speed cameras on the highway  shikanes to reduce speed without impacting emergency vehicle 
movements   mobile service working wherever one is in the shire   promotion of the non-emergency numbers 
for police and ambulance/health on line - before it escalates  how to report suspicious behavior easily  
promotion of when to call the ranger(versus police) and what to expect outside of business hours
I would feel much safer riving along the highway if trucks were diverted from the town site and the number of 
trucks/road trains were reduced by at least half - and not allowed during weekends.  I believe I would feel safer 
and it could  possibly prevent crime in the Shire of Chittering if a police station was in the town of Bindoon. The 
nearest police is Gingin and that can take up to 45 minutes before there is presence of police.
Continue the footpath up Ridgetop Ramble & around the corner of Forrest Hills Parade. Once we are over the 
crest of the hill on Forrest Hills Parade we can then get off the road onto the dirt.
neighborhood and rural watch program
Bigger police presence in Lower Chittering
Police presence in Bindoon, the Shire is growing and we need to have that protection now
Community watch patrols by council rangers or police.
Own police station
Better road markings and better mobile reception so my mobile will work if I or my family are stranded.
Put a fence up between Bullsbrook and lower Chittering. Then completely cut ties with Muchea.
More police patrols better police community engagement not just booking speeders
Police presence near pub (to start with) at nights and also of dangerous/wreck less/ speeding drivers on great 
northern highway. Awareness of crimes and thefts so people become more vigilant of their neighbourhood  
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Do you have any other comments regarding safety or crime prevention in the Shire of Chittering?
No objections to the survey so long as it dose not go like city shires where the rate payers now have to pay for 
so call security patrols which are of no use as they are not seen enough
I really feel very safe here. I live in the town cite and my business is in Chittering rural area, and both places I 
feel fine. I've never encountered house break in or car break in, or theft of any kind. I have nice neighbours and 
did not really think crime was a major issue in Chittering shire.
a visit by a shire representative to every property once a year to ask owner how things are going, are there any 
issues etc.
Due to the large area of the Shire of Chittering and the increasing number of families moving to Chittering a 
permanent presence of police and station could help crime prevention and safety to the community.
PLEASE finish the footpath before there is a serious accident!
more lighting in streets at night time
It's not a big issue however with population increase comes increase in crime.
There is a lack of visible police activity in the area.
I have not personally experienced any crime since I have been here but due to the significant increase in traffic 
the roads are much more of a concern
Bullsbrook needs a cop shop
I tried setting up rural watch in our estate approached gin gin police no response nil interest
Alcohol and drugs can be related to a lot of the key issues especially excessive alcohol which seems to be an 
acceptable  
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Appendix #5  WAPOL Crime Statistics for Shire of Chittering Feb – Sept 2015 
 
 

 
 
 

Crime Category Definition 
Drug Offences Includes drug possession, drug trafficking and drugs (other). Specifically relates to: The 

unlawful sale, supply, cultivation or manufacture of a prohibited drug or plant and the 
unlawful possession or use of a prohibited drug or plant, or the unlawful possession of a 
smoking implement. 

Traffic Crash Offences Drink driving, Driving causing bodily harm, Fail to Stop or Give Way, Licensing Offences, 
Seatbelt/ Helmet Offence, Speeding, Turning Offence, Unsafe Driving.  

Theft The unlawful taking or obtaining of money, goods or services, without the use of force, threat 
of force or violence, coercion or deception, with the intent to permanently deprive the owner 
or possessor of the use of the money or goods.  

Robbery The stealing of an item(s) and, immediately before or at the time of or immediately after the 
item has been stolen; violence (or the threat of violence) has been used to obtain the item(s). 
This offence specifically relates to robberies where an individual / business have suffered the 
loss of the property item(s). 

Graffiti Damage caused by the application of substances (e.g. paint, posters and/or plastic, metal or 
wood based compounds) to the surface of the property. 

Motor Vehicle Theft Taking of a motor vehicle without the consent of the owner or person in charge of that motor 
vehicle. 

Burglary To enter or attempt to enter any building, structure, tent or caravan that is ordinarily used for 
human habitation / or non- dwelling without consent, with intent to commit an offence such 
as to steal property. 

Sexual Assault These crimes include sexual intercourse without consent and indecent assault. Sexual Assault 
is a crime of violence. 

Assault Aggravated (grievous/bodily harm, wounding) assault and non-aggravated (common) assault 
not associated with a Family or Domestic incident 
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