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A bypass is a road or highway that avoids or "bypasses" a built-up area, town, or village, to 
let through traffic flow without interference from local traffic, to reduce congestion in the 
built-up area, and to improve road safety.  A bypass specifically designated for trucks may be 
called a truck route.  Wikipedia 

 
A deviation could be described as “turning aside from the direct road” – therefore to work 
with the words DEVIATION for HEAVY HAULAGE VEHICLES rather than BYPASS would keep 
the focus on our townsite as somewhere for visitors to travel to, rather than go around. 

 
Background 
The Community Strategic Plan 2012-2022 identified the requirement for an Economic Development 
Strategy.  The Chittering Economic Development Strategy 2015-2025 (CEDS) was endorsed by 
Council at the Ordinary Council meeting held on 23 February 2015. 
 
CEDS refers to the “construction of a Great Northern Highway heavy traffic bypass road” under 
Strategy Four – Key Economic Precincts, of which Bindoon is one.  The short term actions (0 to 5 
years) listed on page 23 are as follows; 

 Facilitate the formation of a network of affected local businesses  

 Collate research undertaken in other locations to assist with the development of a Plan 

 Contemplate actions should the Bypass not be constructed 
 
The proposed ‘bypass’ is appearing to become more of a reality.  With the timeline becoming 
shorter it was decided, with the future of the Bindoon townsite in mind, to prepare a Strategy in 
order to be in a positive position.  The progression of the Muchea Employment Node, the 
completion of the Northlink project along with other southern Shire focusses also fuelled the need 
for there to be a plan to keep Bindoon ‘top of mind’ for visitors and travellers. 
 
The actions undertaken to date are; 

1. Form a Reference Group – Council, Shire Administration, Local Business Owners / Operators, 
Chittering Chamber of Commerce, Chittering Tourist Association, Main Roads WA and any 
other interested parties (July / August 2015). 

2. Survey of customers at businesses that will be affected to ascertain current customer 
numbers / origin in order to establish a benchmark (September 2015).   

3. Preparation of a ‘bypass’ strategy (this document). 
 
Following the endorsement of this document the Group will; 

4. Undertake Community Consultation / Information in line with the existing Shire of Chittering 
Community Engagement Plan and Communication Plan. 

5. Investigate grant and other funding opportunities, including but not limited to; 
o AusIndustry – for individual business support 
o Awards & Scholarships for individual businesses 
o Foundation for Rural & Regional Renewal 
o Regional Development Australia Fund 
o Tourism and heritage based grants 
o Wheatbelt Development Commission  

 
It is to be noted that in February 2016 the timeline for commencement of the Main Roads WA 
Bindoon Bypass Project was delayed.  This was due to additional consultation being undertaken by 
Main Roads due to a requirement to investigate alternative routes.  In May 2016 three options are 
being mooted:  Western Bypass Corridor A, Western Bypass Corridor B and the ‘original’ Eastern 
Bypass.  
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Executive Summary 
It is important that Council and the Chittering community are informed of, and prepared for, the 
highway deviation (if and when it occurs).   
 
The development of a Strategy is an important step in addressing any negative impacts associated 
with the highway deviation and positioning Chittering, in particular Bindoon, so that it can maximise 
the positive benefits associated with the works. 
 
Chittering needs to focus on strategies that will ensure that Bindoon continues to be a place to stop 
on their way to more northern destinations, as well as growing as a peri-urban day and overnight 
destination for visitors. 
 
If a bypass were not to be forthcoming, this Strategy could also be utilised for the purposes of 
boosting Bindoon as a traveller and visitor destination.  Most actions within it can be undertaken 
with or without the major road changes foreshadowed by Main Roads WA. 
 
Once the Deviation is complete Main Roads WA will transfer management of the ‘current’ Great 
Northern Highway, which travels through the Bindoon townsite, to the Shire of Chittering.  It is 
currently undergoing maintenance for this purpose.  This ‘old’ portion of Great Northern Highway 
will need to be renamed and it is suggested that the community be called upon to play a large part in 
this.  For simple marketing purposes it would be wise to include the name “Bindoon” in this new 
name. 
 
Objectives 
The objectives of this Strategy are to; 

 document opportunities, based on local knowledge and through research undertaken 
(referencing case studies of other bypassed rural towns); 

 identify actions to take advantage of the opportunities; 

 recommend priorities; and 

 source cost estimates for the identified actions. 
 
Stakeholders 
Listed alphabetically 

 Affected Landowners 

 Chittering Chamber of Commerce 

 Chittering Tourist Association 

 Local Businesses 

 Main Roads WA / Jacobs (consultant) 

 Residents / Ratepayers 

 Shire of Chittering, Council and Administration 

 Visitors 
 
Consultation to date; 

 Call for Expressions of Interest from members of the community to form a “Bindoon Bypass 
Reference Group” (opened 14 May 2015, closed 15 June 2015).  The ‘Conversation Starter’ 
document accompanied this advertising for this, in order to give interested parties some 
information about the project. 

 Bindoon Bakehaus Customer Survey, 238 responses collected during July and August 2015. 

 Bindoon Local Business Customer Survey, 173 responses collected from 8 of the 15 targeted 
businesses during September 2015. 
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Proposed Actions 
 
Entry Statements 

Priority: Townsite entry signage is underway as part of Binda Place Beautification. 
Additional works will be determined by timing of the ‘bypass’ installation. 

Details: Call for public feedback for design ideas.  Consider to be stoneworks by a local 
stonemason. 

Responsible: Shire of Chittering 

Cost Estimate: To be determined 
 

Event Information Signage 
Priority: Medium – 2 to 4 years 

Details: Call for public feedback for design ideas.  Consider types, including LED 
addition to existing and outdoor TV screens. 

Responsible: Shire of Chittering 

Cost Estimate: To be determined and propose inclusion in 2019-2020 Budget. 
 

Information Bays / Lay-bys 
Priority: Medium – 2 to 4 years 

Details: Visitor Centre area to become Information Bay. 
Laybys to be installed in a way that doesn’t discourage stopping again in town. 

Responsible: Shire of Chittering in liaison with Main Roads WA 

Cost Estimate: To be determined and propose inclusion in 2019-2020 Budget. 
 

Marketing Strategy ‘internal’ (residents) 
Priority: Underway – SHOP #Chittering Support LOCAL 

Details: To create an emphasis on local trade.  Work towards improving service and 
opening hours. 

Responsible: Shire of Chittering 

Cost Estimate: Included in 2016-2017 Budget. 
 

Marketing Strategy ‘external’ (visitors) 
Priority: High – as soon as possible 

Details: Chittering:  a place to visit 
Share Bindoon as a key stopover ‘just one hour from Perth’, a place to walk and 
lunch in the park. 
Promotion of monthly key events that highlight key comparative advantages, 
our point of difference. 
Links to Chittering Visitor Centre Strategy and Community Strategic Plan. 

Responsible: Shire of Chittering 

Cost Estimate: To be determined and included in 2017-2018 Budget. 
 

Prospectus 
Priority: Refer to Chittering Economic Development Strategy 

Details: Identify prospective businesses (ie Boutique Tavern, Wedding Planner, Bus 
Tours), developers and home owners. 

 

Signage – Regulatory 
Priority: High – timeframe dependent on ‘bypass’ works 

Details: Clever signposting leading into Bindoon, with clear statements as to what is in 
Bindoon – ie that the Deviation is a truck route whereas through Bindoon is the 
shorter (?), more scenic route.  Inclusion of photos. 

Responsible: Shire of Chittering in liaison with Main Roads WA 

Cost Estimate: To be determined, propose inclusion in 2017-2018 Budget. 
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Signage – Tourist and Advertising 

Priority: Underway 

Details: Complementary to the branding of the Entry Statements, in line with the 
(proposed) Chittering Signage Plan, to list and link attractions. 

Responsible: Shire of Chittering 

Cost Estimate: Included in 2016-2017 Budget. 

 
Extension of the Chittering Valley Tourist Route 

Priority: Underway 

Details: To encourage people to continue through to Bindoon. 

Responsible: Shire of Chittering in liaison with Main Roads WA 

Cost Estimate: To be determined, propose inclusion in 2017-2018 Budget. 

 
Attractions – to encourage light vehicle and tourist patronage 
Suggestions, for major projects, are as follows; 

 Grade separated interchanges (ie underpasses / overpasses to create a smooth traffic flow) 
are being discussed with Main Roads WA. 

 Town Centre Improvements:  Binda Place Improvement (underway) 

 Rural Transaction Centre: incorporating a weekend Visitor Information service, post, phone, 
printing, secretarial, Medicare, Centrelink, Eftpos, facilities for visiting professionals and a 
Community Hub. 

 Lake Needoonga Wetlands Sanctuary 

 Motorcycle (and other, ie RV, Caravan, Vintage Car) Friendly town / region (underway 
through Avon Tourism) 

 Local Events 
o March – Muchea Youth Festival 
o April – Swagman’s Festival 
o May – Wear Ya Wellies 
o August – Taste of Chittering 
o September – Wildflower Festival 
o October – Ag Show 

 Camping facilities, with a point of difference 
 
 
Post-Deviation Monitoring Program 

1. Ascertain current vehicle figures through Bindoon 
o Figures to be collected each quarter to monitor fluctuations 

2. Currently fourteen shopfront businesses in Bindoon 
o Recheck figure annually to monitor fluctuations 

3. Ascertain customer numbers for each shopfront in Bindoon 
o Figures to be collected each quarter to monitor fluctuations 

4. Ascertain current staffing numbers for each shopfront in Bindoon 
o Figures to be collected each quarter to monitor fluctuations 

5. Capture ‘community feel’ through survey (Community Scorecard 2016) 
o Re-survey annually to ascertain change 

6. Capture ‘businesses opinion’ about the ‘state’ of their business 
o Re-survey annually to ascertain change 

7. Capture ‘visitor sentiment’ about our Shire 
o Put in place an ongoing check system, this will also assist with calculating visitor 

numbers 
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Links to Local and Regional Plans 
 Avon Region Tourism Plan (proposed by AROC) 

 Avon Tourism Strategic Plan 2016-2019 

 Binda Place Improvement Plan 2015 

 Chittering Age Friendly Plan 2016-2019 

 Chittering Community Strategic Plan 2012-2022 

 Chittering Economic Development Strategy 2015-2025 

 Chittering Sport & Recreation Plan 2012-2022 

 Chittering Tourism Action Plan (proposed) 

 Chittering Trails Network Master Plan 2013-2023 

 Chittering Visitor Centre Strategic Plan (underway by Shire of Chittering) 

 Chittering Youth Strategy 2015-2018 

 Northern Growth Alliance Tourism Amenity Plan (proposed by NGA) 

 Wheatbelt Blueprint (RDA Wheatbelt) 
 
 
Reference Documents 
Summary of ‘Local’ Bypass Feedback 
Feedback was sought from Cranbrook, Dalwallinu, Gingin, (Bridgetown-)Greenbushes, Harvey and 
Northam. 
 

After A Bypass in a WA Country Town – Shire of Harvey 
Unfortunately I don’t have hard data, but in brief, when Forrest Highway was first built there 
was a significant decline in vehicle traffic and visitations through our inland towns of 
Yarloop, Harvey and Brunswick Junction. 
 

The number of people accessing the Harvey Visitor Centre declined by about 40% and this 
resulted in reduced sales and revenue generated through the Centre. 
 

Again we don’t have hard data, but there was a noticeable decline in the number of visitors 
coming into the three towns which in turn had a negative economic effect on the local 
economies.  After an initial period of a few years there has gradually been an increase in 
vehicle traffic on South Western Highway which has led to some increase in visitors coming 
into the towns and spending a bit of money. 
 

Good luck with your reference group and hope you come up with some good strategies. 
 

Patrick Quinlivan 
Manager Community & Economic Development 

 
After A Bypass in a WA Country Town – Shire of Northam 
I am not aware of any detailed report or study that has been done on the effects of the by-
pass. 
 

It does appear from my own observations that the by-pass did have an effect on a number of 
businesses in town, including 4 service stations (fuel) that have closed down in the years 
following the bypass being constructed.  I am not sure of what effect the loss of passing trade 
has had on any of the other local businesses (such as food shops etc). 
 

On a more positive note we have noticed that there are now a couple of al-fresco dining 
areas on the main street - something that was rare before the by-pass, and it is generally 
more pleasant environment to walk around and shop. 
 

The Town of Northam also spent significant money on a major streetscape proposal 
following on from the actual by-pass being constructed, this included widening the footpath, 
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installation of roundabouts and signage.  These works, in conjunction with the actual 
removal of the larger trucks from the centre of town, have certainly made it a more 
pedestrian friendly environment.  
 

If you would like to discuss further please feel free to give me a call. 
 

Chadd Hunt 
Executive Manager Development Services 

 
Economic Evaluation of Town Bypasses 
November 2011, prepared by Bruno Parolin, Faculty of Built Environment, University of New South 
Wales, for NSW Roads and Maritime Services.  Key findings of this document are; 

1. Adverse economic impacts that occur tend to be minimal and of a short-term duration. 
2. In the longer term highway bypasses do not have adverse economic impacts on highway 

generated trade and employment. 
3. In most cases highway bypasses have resulted in economic benefit. 
4. Small towns (less than 2,500 population) are at more risk of adverse economic impacts. 
5. Towns with a higher degree of dependence on highway generated trade may experience 

greater difficulty in managing post bypass recovery. 
6. Closeness to a larger centre could be detrimental as motorists could use the bypass to 

quickly access the larger centre. 
7. Longer term traffic level in medium to larger bypassed towns may approach those of pre-

bypass levels (due to increased economic activity). 
8. The national / regional economy, industry restructure and rural population decline may have 

more of an impact on the town economy that the introduction of a highway bypass. 
9. A highway bypass generally brings about positive land use and land value changes for the 

bypassed community (according to US studies). 
10. Social impacts are generally positive with a perception that quality of life and environmental 

amenity is improved. 
11. Active leadership ad proactive planning on the part of the local Community, government and 

road authorities are important aspects of a managing change in a post-bypass environment. 
 
The Karuah Highway Bypass, Economic and Social Impacts, the 5 year report 
2009, prepared by Urban and Regional Planning Program, University of Sydney.  Key findings of this 
document are; 

1. End of 12 months; 4 businesses closed, 7 trade decreased, 48 jobs lost (21%).  End of 60 
months; 4 businesses closed, 6 trade decreased, 35 jobs lost (petrol station and restaurant 
employment suffering the most). 

2. A large number of businesses took no action due to insufficient financial resources and the 
perception that Council is responsible for the economic recovery of the town.  Quote from 
the report “the attitude of blaming local authorities for problems sits firmly within the 
Australian psyche”. 

3. Those businesses that made effective adjustments stabilised themselves better than their 
competition, adjustments included; 

a. increased advertising; 
b. adjusting products / services; 
c. adjusting employment levels; and 
d. pursuing opportunity for expansion. 

4. Majority of respondents to the business survey (74%) felt that the bypass had had a negative 
effect on the town’s economy. 

5. Majority of population (73%) felt that Karuah had become a better place to live due to the 
reduced traffic noise and local use of main street. 
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6. Many business owners optimistic about the future due to new housing developments that 
would increase Karuah’s population. 

7. Local Government Involvement 
a. Proactive, working with community and RTA. 
b. Major partner in the development of the Karuah Community and Economic 

Redevelopment Plan – and its subsequent implementation and updates. 
c. Responsible for establishing Karuah Working Together Inc (KTW), for engaging the 

Town Centre Coordinator and facilitating the Karuah Council In-House Working 
Group. 

d. Partnering with KTW and local Chamber of Commerce to work towards a number of 
events. 

e. Construction of a children’s playground near the river which has become a popular 
stop for travellers. 

f. Contribution to the conversion of the closed BP station to a community / visitor 
centre 

8. NOTE: despite these efforts a significant number of five-year survey respondents indicated 
that they were not satisfied with the steps taken in response to the bypass, they advised 
that their major issues were; 

a. lack of signage and promotions; 
b. lack of foreshore facilities; and 
c. the design / cost of the median strip on Tarean Road. 

9. Most Important Findings 
a. Less than 10% of residents consider the long-term effects of the bypass negative. 
b. More than half of residents consider the bypass to provide some safety and amenity 

benefits – reduction in noise and traffic pollution. 
c. Karuah must work to develop economically to better support and keep residents. 
d. Substantial economic opportunity in transforming the town into a tourist destination 

(rural setting, river, fishing) (see http://www.karuah.net/ for where they are at). 
e. Council may need a better communication strategy to keep residents up-to-date 

about the efforts of Port Stephens Council and other government authorities. 
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The original draft “Chittering Trails Master Plan March 2008”* was prepared  in  line with a Council 
brief by; 
TRANSPLAN PTY LTD 
78 Gardner Street 
COMO  WA  6152 
Phone: 08 9474 4655 
Email: mmaher@westnet.com.au 
 

*Referred to in this document as “original draft”, with quotes in italic. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The  “Chittering Trails Network Master Plan 2013‐2023”  is  an  audit of  the original draft,  reviewed 
with the permission of Mike Maher (Transplan) by; 
SHIRE OF CHITTERING 
6177 Great Northern Highway 
BINDOON  WA  6502 
Phone: 08 9576 4600 
Email: chatter@chittering.wa.gov.au 
 

*Referred to in this document as “this Plan”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This update of  the  “Chittering Trails Network Master Plan 2013‐2023”  is being undertaken by  the 
Shire of Chittering. 
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Original Recommendations to Council 
 

The  following  recommendations were made  to Council as a  result of  the Chittering Trails Network 
Master Plan; 
 

 Resolve to endorse the Chittering Trails Network Master Plan. 
 Complete. 

 Refer the endorsed Chittering Trails Network Master Plan to the Department of Environment 
and  Conservation  (DEC)  in  order  to  seek  their  continued  support  with  respect  to  the 
development of trails within the Avon Valley National Park; as well as the potential for a trail 
in the Udamung Nature Reserve. 
 Complete.   

 Consider the inclusion of an annual budget allocation for the implementation of the projects 
contained within the Chittering Trails Network Master Plan. 
 Complete. 

 Research  and  seek  funds  from  other  sources  and  funding  programs  for  the  projects 
contained within the Chittering Trails Network Master Plan. 
 Ongoing. 

 Ensure  that  this  Chittering  Trails  Network Master  Plan  becomes  an  integral  part  of  the 
proposed Chittering Tourism Action Plan. 

 Ongoing. 
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Project Implementation Schedule 
 

Year 
1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10 

2013/ 
14 

2014/ 
15 

2015/ 
16 

2016/ 
17 

2017/ 
18 

2018/ 
19 

2019/ 
20 

2020/ 
21 

2021/ 
22 

2022/ 
23 

Bindoon 
Heritage Walk   

The Official Opening of the “Bindoon Tale Trail” was 22 June 2014.  The 
cash  portion  of  this  project  was  fully  funded  through  the  “Your 
Community Heritage” program. 

Blackboy Ridge 
Enhancement 

This project  is  scheduled  to commence  in 2017.    It  is 
proposed  that  funding  assistance  be  sought  through 
the “Lotterywest – Department of Sport & Recreation 
Trails” program. 

Carty Reserve 
Walk Trail 

This project was completed  in  late 2014.   The cash portion of this project was 
fully  funded  through  the  “Lotterywest  –  Department  of  Sport  &  Recreation 
Trails” program. 

Mountain Bike 
Trail/Park Plan 

 
This project was completed in early 2016.  The cash portion of 
this project was heavily subsidised through the “Lotterywest – 
Department of Sport & Recreation Trails” program. 

Wannamal Trail 
Enhancement   

This  project  was  scheduled  to  commence  in 
2015‐2016,  however  has  been  delayed 
through the reprioritising of projects. 

 

Proposed Projects ‐ Update 
 

Bindoon Townsite Heritage Trail 

 (Design, Development and Link Project – estimated $22,540):   a proposed new  trail within 
the Bindoon townsite emanating from Clune Park, utilising existing footpaths where available 
with the addition of historical  interpretive signage.   With Clune Park as the trail head  it will 
link with the existing Lake Needoonga and Stonehouse Trails. 
 This project  is complete at a  total project cost of $22,540.   Materials were  funded 

through  the  “Your  Community  Heritage”  program  ($14,750)  with  an  in‐kind 
contribution  by  Council  of  approximately  $7,790  covering  Staff  wages  and 
overheads. 

 

Blackboy Ridge Walk Trail 

 (Enhancement  Project,  with  the  capacity  to  Design  and  Develop  –  estimated  $33,695):  
addition of signage and  interpretive materials at the trail head, maintenance of the existing 
walk trail, enhancement of the existing northern lookout with the possibility of developing a 
new  trail  looping back  to  the  trail head.   There would also be an opportunity  to create an 
additional trail from the trail head to an existing southern lookout (currently partially in place 
as a walking opportunity along a fire access track). 

o This project is scheduled to be undertaken in 2016/17. 
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Carty Reserve Walk Trail 

 (Completion Partnership Project – estimated $13,280,  recalculated  to $16,400):   assistance 
with the completion of a project currently underway; parking, signage and trail construction 
is required to build upon the existing planning and interpretation work. 
 This project is complete at a total cost of $16,400.  It resulted in the installation of a 

natural  surface walk  trail with  creek  crossing.    Interpretive and directional  signage 
was also put  in.   The  trail design and construction, along with  signage was  funded 
through  the  Lotterywest  –  Department  of  Sport  &  Recreation  Trails  Program 
($15,000),  with  Council’s  in‐kind  contribution  totalling  approximately  $1,400  for 
installation and promotion. 

 

Mountain Bike Trail 

 (Feasibility  Project  –  estimated  $22,000,  recalculated  to  $27,000):    consideration  of  the 
construction  of  a  long  distance mountain  bike  trail,  possibly  passing  through  the  Shire  of 
Toodyay  and  City  of  Swan.    This  project  would  entail  an  investigation  of  land  tenures, 
stakeholder views and other practical issues. 
 This  project  is  complete  at  a  total  project  cost  of  $25,750.    It  was  substantially 

funded through the Lotterywest – Department of Sport & Recreation Trails Program 
with  an  in‐kind  contribution  by  Council  of  approximately  $5,750  covering  Staff 
wages, overheads, promotion and community consultation. 

o Note:    this  project was  scheduled  to  be  undertaken  in  2016‐2017,  however  it was 
brought forward to 2015‐2016 due to; 

 early commencement and completion of the Bindoon Tale Trail; 

 ongoing increase in the popularity of mountain biking; 

 the popularity of the Sussex Bend Pump Track 

 merit in the addition of a trail and / or park within the Shire of Chittering as a 
means of attracting visitors to the area; 

 the land which has recently become available in Lower Chittering; and 

 completion of the Carty Reserve Trail which has been  identified as suitable for 
the beginning of a mountain bike trail. 

 

Wannamal Heritage Trail 

 (Enhancement  Partnership  Project  –  estimated  $25,275):    enhancement  of  the  existing 
heritage trail in partnership with the local community, by designing, producing and installing 
interpretive panels along with ‘standard’ trail directional markers.  

o This project is scheduled to be undertaken in 2017‐2018. 
o Before commencement consultation needs to be undertaken with the custodians of 

the Trail, the Wannamal Community. 
 

Additional Linked Projects 
 

ChitChat Trail Notes 
This project, undertaken  in consultation with the Chittering Visitor Centre,  is complete.   A series of 
twelve Trail Notes have been designed and printed, with a bespoke carry bag and display stand. 
 

 Trails List and Map 
1. Bindoon Tale Trail 
2. Blackboy Ridge 
3. Camino Salvado Pilgrim Trail 
4. Carty Reserve 
5. Needoonga Walk 
6. Peace Be Still 
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7. Sculpture Trail (Drive) 
8. Spoonbill Lake 
9. Stonehouse Walk 
10. Valley Vine (Drive) 
11. Wannamal Walk 
12. Wildflower Trail (Drive) 

 Branded Blank Sheet (for event / accommodation information as necessary) 
 

The cost of this project, along with annual updates, is met through a Council Budget allocation under 
“Area Promotion”. 
 

Country Club Estate 

 (Enhancement Project):    signage update, naming and mapping of  the  series of 15 existing 
open space corridors throughout the Country Club Estate area for the purposes of local user 
safety.    Stage  One  of  this  project  has  been  completed  at  a  cash  cost  of  $1,346  plus 
installation.   The  signage was  funded  through  the annual Budget allocation  to  the Signage 
Audit and Plan (as identified in the Chittering Economic Development Strategy 2015‐2025). 

 

Main Drive Trail 

 Following  the  endorsement  of  the  Chittering  Visitor  Centre  Strategy  2016  the  Shire  of 
Chittering  is working with  the Chittering Tourist Association  to create a collaborative Drive 
Trail  that  links  the Chittering Valley Tourist Way, with  the Chittering Valley Wine Trail,  the 
‘expanded’  Sculpture  Trail,  Flora  Roads  – Maddern,  Spillman  and  Reserve  –    and  other 
attractions.  It is proposed that it will be marketed as the “Discover Chittering rural trail”. 

 

Proposed Additional Projects 
 

Lower Chittering Walk Trail 
A bush reserve (A11230) has been identified as a possible location for a recognised walk trail, along 
existing firebreaks in the Lower Chittering area.  It is proposed that this be further investigated with 
the necessary works / signage to become part of this Plan as identified. 
 

Bridle Trails 
With  the Plan’s  reference  to  the WA  Equestrian  Tracks  and  Trails  Study 2006,  the  Shire’s  current 
involvement with  the WA Horse Trail Strategy – Trails Audit and  the apparent  requirement by  the 
local  community  for  a more  formal  Bridle  Trail  network  it  is  proposed  that  horse  riding  trails  be 
further investigated.  The Maryville Bridle Trail is currently being trialled for a twelve month period (1 
August 2016 to 31 July 2017). 
 

Other Identified Projects 
 

These  projects  were  to  be  considered  should  external  funding  become  available  and  /  or  in 
partnership with other parties and / or revisited once the current Plan is reviewed or complete; 
 

Lake Needoonga Project 

 (Completion and Link Project, as per existing Development Plan):    linking  the existing Lake 
Needoonga  Trail  to  the  existing  Stonehouse  Trail  by way  of  a  Boardwalk  across  the  lake, 
including  interpretive signage  for all three trails.   The development plan also highlights  the 
opportunity to extend the trail along the Brockman River, north from Clune Park along both 
sides  of  the  river  and  south  to  the  Brockman  Centre.    Additionally  a  Bird Hide  could  be 
constructed  on  a  Boardwalk  Spur.    The  existing  development  plan  also  highlights  the 
opportunity to extend the trail along the Brockman River, north from Clune Park along both 
sides  of  the  river  and  south  to  the  Brockman  Centre.    Additionally  a  Bird Hide  could  be 
constructed on a Boardwalk Spur.  Estimates indicate that this could be a $377,000 project. 
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Udumung Reserve 

 (Design  and  Development  Project):    formalisation  of  a  walk  trail  within  the  Reserve, 
encompassing  the  rehabilitated  areas,  the  ‘historic  well’  and  ‘original  kerb‐stoned  road 
remnants’, with  interpretive material for the wide range of  interesting vegetation.    It might 
be preferable to DEC for a designated walk trail to be developed (utilising the existing tracks), 
enabling  the existing vehicle  tracks  to be closed  to motor vehicles. The establishment of a 
formalised  walk  trail  would  confine  and  direct  reserve  users  to  appropriate  places  and 
routes,  with  the  capability  of  informing  and  educating  users  through  messages  on 
appropriately placed signs.  There have been no cost estimates for this project. 
 This project continues to be researched by  local resident Ruth Loudon (Wannamal).  

Ruth  is aware that assistance will be made available through Shire resources where 
possible and appropriate. 

 

Yozzi Road “Kyotmunga” Walk Trail 

 (Enhancement  and Development Project):    enhancements  to  the  Lower Chittering  located 
trail which traverses the most westerly section of the National Park affording stunning views.  
This trail forms part of the “Peace Be Still” suite of trails, there have been no cost estimates 
for this project. 
 This project continues  to be  researched by  local  resident Wendy Gellard  (Peace be 

Still).  Wendy is aware that assistance will be made available through Shire resources 
where possible and appropriate. 

 

Trail Maintenance 
 

Trail maintenance continues  to be budgeted  for annually, with checks scheduled  to be undertaken 
prior to the Spring visitor influx (July / August). 
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