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10.9 Temporary accommodation during construction of a dwelling 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Policy Owner: Development Services 
Person Responsible: Principal Environmental Health Officer 
Date of Approval: <Date approved by Council Resolution> 
Amended: <Date amended by Council Resolution> 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Background It is recognised that property owners are often short of financial resources 

and seek an inexpensive form of accommodation while building their main 
dwelling. Being able to live on site while their dwelling is being constructed 
can also save considerable travelling expenses and improve site security.   

 
Objective  The objective of this policy is to permit the use of temporary 

accommodation on site during the construction of a permanent dwelling to 
ensure that minimum standards are applied with respect to environmental 
health, safety and amenity. 
 

 
Policy Approval is required to occupy temporary accommodation in the Shire of 

Chittering pursuant to the Caravan Parks and Camping Grounds 
Regulations 1997. The Principal Environmental Health Officer has been 
delegated the authority to approve permits to camp on private property 
under Section 5.44 of the Local Government Act 1995 (Delegated Authority 
Register DA 26).  

 
Living in a shed is prohibited unless approval has been granted in 
accordance with this policy.  

This policy supersedes Local Planning Policy No.27 ‘Living in Sheds’.  

Legislation This policy is in accordance with the provisions of the Building Code of 
Australia, the Caravan Parks and Camping Grounds Act 1995, the Caravan 
Parks and Camping Grounds Regulations 1997, the Health (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1911, the Public Health Act 2016, the Shire of Chittering 
Health Local Law 2017, the Local Government Act 1995 and the Shire of 
Chittering Local Planning Scheme No 6 where applicable.  

Definitions  

Authorised Person means a person appointed under section 17 of the Caravan Parks and 
Camping Grounds Act 1995. 

Caravan means a vehicle that is fitted or designed for habitation and can include an annexe. 
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Dwelling means a Class 1 A structure defined in the Building Code of Australia which is used 
for habitation.  

Permit means a building permit or a demolition permit as defined in the Building Act 2011 
section 3; 

Shed means a Class 10 building defined in the Building Code of Australia which is non-
habitable.  

Substantial progress means a dwelling is at least 50 % completed. 

Temporary accommodation means   a caravan that is temporarily occupied   while a dwelling 
is being constructed.    

Policy Provisions 

Living on a property (in a caravan) whilst a dwelling is being constructed may be considered for 
approval by the Shire subject to the following provisions: 

1.  A current permit has been issued to construct a permanent dwelling or demolish a building on 
the site.  

2. The caravan must not exceed the accommodation capacity that it is designed for and must 
comply with the ventilation requirements of the Shire of Chittering Health Local Law 2017.  

3. Caravans used for temporary accommodation may be placed inside a shed. 
4. Caravans must be mobile and capable of being moved offsite at all times.  
5. A temporary accommodation approval will be permitted for a period no longer than twelve (12) 

consecutive months.  
6. Approval will only be considered on land zoned under the Shire’s Local Planning Scheme as:  

a. Agricultural resource 
b. Rural Residential  
c. Rural Smallholdings 
d. Rural Retreat 

7. The following minimum facilities are to be provided in a caravan to enable  approval for  
temporary occupation to be  granted:  

a. Connection   to an approved wastewater treatment and disposal system;  
b. An adequate supply of potable water;  
c. Cooking facilities and sink;  
d. A refrigerator; 
e. Connection to the mains power supply or an alternative power supply eg solar panels 

with battery storage, however the use of a generator is not approved;  
f. Shire waste and recycling bins (in serviced areas);  and 
g. Beds for all occupants. 
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SHIRE OF CHITTERING 
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8. The caravan must be structurally sound, weatherproof, clean and all facilities in good working
order.

9. The following facilities may be installed in a shed to support   the comfort, amenity and
convenience of the caravan occupiers:

a. A toilet
b. A sink or trough
c. A shower
d. A washing machine

10. Overnight sleeping is not permitted in a shed, only a caravan.
11. The Shire may revoke any temporary accommodation approval should it be determined that the

approval is not being carried out within the provisions of this policy or any other relevant
legislation.

Application Process 

1. The applicant is to complete the attached “Application for temporary accommodation during
construction of a dwelling” form and submit this to the Shire together with the application fee.

2. An Authorised Person will conduct a site inspection prior to the issue of an approval for
temporary accommodation during construction of a dwelling to determine the suitability of the
land for camping with respect to:

a. Safety and health; and
b. Access to services.

3. Following the expiry of the ‘living on site’ approval, an inspection will be conducted by an
Authorised Person to ensure that the temporary accommodation has been vacated and the
owners have moved into their new house.

4. Should the above inspection indicate that the main dwelling is not ready for occupancy, an
application for an additional  twelve (12) consecutive months can be considered for approval
providing:

a. Substantial progress has been made to the main dwelling;
b. No significant complaints or amenity impacts have occurred in the preceding period; and
c. A new application form is submitted along with payment of the relevant fee.

Advice relating to approval 

1. If the dwelling is being constructed by a building contractor other than by an owner-builder, the
owner is advised to seek agreement with the contractor to inhabit the site in temporary
accommodation facilities during construction.

2. Failure to comply with the provisions of this policy and related legislation could result in legal
action being taken.
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APPLICATION FOR TEMPORARY 
ACCOMMODATION DURING 

CONSTRUCTION OF A DWELLING 

APPLICANT DETAILS 
Name 

Postal Address 

Phone Number Mobile 

Email Address 

Building Permit Number 

TEMPORARY ACCOMMODATION DETAILS 
Property Address 

Proposed Period of 
Occupation 
Number of persons 
residing on site 

Toilet Facilities Flushable Toilet ☐ Hand Basin ☐ 

Bathroom Facilities Shower ☐ Bath ☐ 

Laundry Facilities  Wash Trough ☐ Washing Machine ☐ 

Kitchen Facilities Kitchen Sink ☐ Cooking Appliance ☐ Refrigerator ☐ 

EFFLUENT DISPOSAL SYSTEM DETAILS 
Type of Effluent 
Disposal System 
Date of Approval to 
Construct System 
Date of Permit to Use 
System 

POTABLE WATER SOURCE 
Scheme Water ☐ Rain Water Tank ☐  Capacity ___,000 Litres 

Other ☐ -- Details provided: 

POWER SUPPLY 
Please provide details 

I hereby certify that the information I am submitting in this application is true and accurate. 

Applicant Signature        Date 
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APPLICATION FOR TEMPORARY 
ACCOMMODATION DURING  

CONSTRUCTION OF A DWELLING 

PLEASE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING: 
 

Site Plan 

Attach a Site Plan showing:- 
• Location and setback distances for all development (e.g.: proposed 

main dwelling, shed, caravan , effluent disposal, access driveways 
and pathways)  

• Location of natural features (contours, water courses)  

 

 

Floor Plan 
Attach a Floor Plan of shed showing the location of facilities e.g. toilet, 
shower, sink or trough, washing machine; and the position of the caravan 
(if parked in the shed). 

 

 

Evacuation Plan Attach an Evacuation Plan showing egress paths in the event of a fire 
emergency  

 
OFFICE USE ONLY 

Application Fee As per Fees & Charges Amount Paid  

Receipt Number  Date  

Inspection date  Authorised 
Person  
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Containment Area 2 
Approximately 1100m2 

Containment Area 1 
Approximately 225m2 

Containment Area 3 
Approximately 1850m2 

KEY 
Yellow: 1.2m high Ringlock fencing with hot 
wire approx. 200mm within boundary,  
Red: Gate 
Orange: 1.8m high brick wall 
Blue: 1m high, 100mm x 100mm fencing 
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