How prepared are
you for a bushfire?
CHECKLIST – PREPARING YOUR PROPERTY
The majority of houses can survive most bushfires with preparation and planning. There
are many ways that you can improve the chance of your property surviving a bushfire
even if you aren’t there to defend it. Use this checklist as a guide to preparing your home.
STARVE THE FIRE

FILL THE GAPS

Clear around your home so that embers will have less
chance to start a fire when they hit the ground. This
will also help reduce the damage caused by the fire.

Houses usually catch fire when embers get into the roof
space, a wall cavity, on to ledges or under the house.
Prevent sparks from entering your house by blocking all
the gaps.

Cut long grass and dense scrub.
Regularly rake up leaf litter and twigs under trees.
Prune lower tree branches (up to two metres off the
ground) to stop a ground fire spreading into the canopy
of trees.
Remove shrubs and small trees under and between
larger trees.
Clear vegetation along the boundary of your property
to create a firebreak. Make sure you meet your local
government’s fire break requirements.
Keep roof gutters and valleys clear of leaves and bark.

CREATE A BUILDING PROTECTION ZONE
Within your building protection zone:
Create a 20 metre building protection zone around
your home and other buildings. This area needs to be
cleared of all rubbish, long dry grass, bark and material
that may catch fire.
Create and maintain a minimum two metre gap
between your house and tree branches.
If possible, plan your garden so that your vegetable
garden, lawn, pool or patio is on the side of the house
likely to face a fire (where the bush is).

Block any gaps under floor spaces, in the roof space,
under eaves, external vents, skylights, chimneys and
wall cladding.
Install a stainless steel open weave mesh cover over
your evaporative air conditioner and metal fly screens
on your windows.

FIX THE FIRE TRAPS
Do not pile wood against or near the house.
Remove any timber, rubbish and old junk lying around.
Move all fuel containers into a shed away from your
house and have a firebreak around it.
Keep gas cylinders on the side of the house furthest
away from the likely direction of a fire (where the bush
is). Ensure the pressure relief valve is directed away
from the house. Store gas cylinders upright and secure
them with a metal chain to a secure, non-combustible
post to prevent cylinders from falling over.

PROTECT YOUR ASSET
Have a sufficient independent water supply of at
least 20,000 litres and a petrol, diesel or a generator
powered pump capable of pumping 400 litres per
minute.
Check that your home and contents insurance cover
is adequate. Take into consideration renovations,
fixtures and additions such as swimming pools, sheds,
gazebos, luxury fittings or new appliances.

Refer to DFES Prepare. Act. Survive. Your Guide to Preparing for and Surviving the Bushfire Season and the Homeowners Bush
Fire Survival Manual available at: www.dfes.wa.gov.au
The information contained in this publication is provided by the Department of Fire and Emergency Services (DFES) voluntarily as a public service. This resource has been prepared in good faith and is derived from
sources believed to be reliable and accurate at the time of publication. Nevertheless, the reliability and accuracy of the information cannot be guaranteed and DFES expressly disclaims liability for any act or omission
done or not done in reliance on the information and for any consequences, whether direct or indirect, arising from such an act or omission. This publication is intended to be a guide only and readers should obtain their
own independent advice and make their own necessary enquiries.
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Building Protection Zone
Create a minimum 20 metre building protection zone around your home
and other buildings. This area needs to be cleared of all rubbish, long dry
grass, bark and material that may catch fire.
Prune lower branches (up to two metres off the ground) to stop a ground
fire spreading into the canopy of the trees.
Clear vegetation along the boundary of your property to create a firebreak.
Make sure you meet your local government’s firebreak requirements.
Cut long grass and dense scrub.
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Do not pile wood against or near the house

10 Keep roof gutters and valleys clear of leaves and bark

2

Install a fire or heat radiation shield such as a solid fence

3

Install a stainless steel open weave mesh cover over your
evaporative air conditioner and metal fly screens on your
windows and vents to keep sparks and embers out

4

Block any gaps under floor spaces, in the roof space, under
eaves, external vents, skylights, chimneys and wall cladding

11 Keep gas cylinders on the side of the house furthest away
from the likely direction of a fire (where the bush is). Ensure the
pressure relief valve is directed away from the house. Store gas
cylinders upright and secure them with a metal chain to a secure,
non-combustible post to prevent cylinders from falling over

5

Create and maintain a minimum two metre gap between your
house and tree branches

6

Rake up leaf litter and twigs under trees

7

Remove shrubs and small trees under and between larger trees

8

Ensure garden mulch is kept away from the house and grass
is kept short

9

Ensure all gaps in external wall claddings are sealed

12 Block any gaps in the roof space
13 Hoses must be long enough to reach all parts of your house.
Use metal hose fittings for taps as they are less likely to melt

15 Have a sufficient independent water supply of at least 20,000
litres and a petrol, diesel or a generator powered pump capable
of pumping 400 litres per minute.
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14 Remove flammable materials and store them away from the
house

