Dear residents and
fellow firefighters

Hi Everyone,

We are slowly moving out of winter
with some reasonable days between
the showers, the low early morning
temperatures are still there so a little
way to go yet.

The spring burning season is not too
far around the corner, you need to
heed the recommendations before you
consider undertaking a burn on your
property. Currently, it's not an ideal
time for burning with every second
or third day being rainy - there are

a few rules you need to follow when
conditions permit. It is necessary to
plan beforehand, rather than lighting
up and letting it go.
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DO NOT BURN THESE ITEMS AT ANY

TIME: Pallets, Tyres, General Rubbish/
Junk, Copper chrome arsenate (CCA)
treated timber or wet or green refuse.

Use the advice from the Shire of Chittering
above. If you are planning on burning any

of these items please don't. Bear in mind
that CCA treated pine is toxic when burnt,
especially as the ash residue is not good for
the lungs. Pallets are usually treated, and, of

course wet/green refuse causes a lot of smoke

and attracts unhappy neighbours.

So, before you light up the below dot points will

aid you in planning your burn:
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Check the weather. Wind speed, wind
direction and relative humidity as all will
affect your burn.

Only burn when winds are between 5 and
20 km/h.

Check when it last rained - it's ideal to
burn 2 days after significant rainfall (5
millimetres or greater), but no more than 10
days.

Under mild and stable weather conditions
the fire burns more slowly and with lower
flame heights.

Fires burn faster moving up a slope. Be
aware that for every 10 degree increase in
uphill slope, the fire will double in speed
Fires should be lit at the top of a slope to
burn downwards and against the wind.
After your burn, check the area several
times a day for at least two days or longer
if the weather becomes hotter, drier or
windier.

Your burn may continue to smoulder

for several days and could reignite and
start a bushfire. Monitor the area and
continue to extinguish the hotspots until
you are confident the burn is completely
extinguished.
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- If you have a good rainfall after your
burn, don’t assume that mother nature
will handle the rest, if your fire has gone
underground it can pop up a few days
later, so monitoring is essential.

« Rules and restrictions can vary from day
to day. Always check with the Shire of
Chittering and Emergency WA websites
for the latest information as conditions can
change.

www.emergency.wa.gov.au
www.chittering.wa.gov.au

Please download a copy of the Burn
Smart booklet, there is a wealth of
information to guide you through your
burn.

https://dfes.wa.qov.au/documents/
BurnSmart_Guide_2021.pdf
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In most of the Shire we have had good tank-filling rains and it is certainly looking better for
winter rainfall than last year. At the time of this article being written, we have had 403mm
(approximately at Bindoon) of rain against last year’s full year rainfall of 450 mm (approximately
at Bindoon). Here's hoping we get plenty more to finish winter and enter Spring with a full year
result closer to our average of 600mm.
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Long-range forecast overview
Issued: 22 August 2024
The long-range forecast for spring (September to Movember) shows:
Rainfall is likely to be average to above average in the eastern half of Australia and in south-west WA,
Drier than average conditions are likely for large parts of the western half of Australia.
Warmer than average days and nights are very likely across most of Australia.
Refer to our weekly updates for shifts in rainfall and temperature patterns as the September to 3

Movember season approaches. Our forecasts have greater accuracy closer to the forecast period.



The Firebreak and Bushfire
Hazard Reduction Notice will
be released in September
and mailed to all property
owners. Additionally, it is
available from the Shire of
Chittering Administration
Office in Bindoon or on the
Shire website. If you need the
Firebreak Notice explained
please call us - we need you to

understand it.

The Notice confirms that the
minimum size of land that
requires mandatory fire breaks
is 5,000 square metres and
above. When constructing your firebreaks,
bear in mind that apart from helping to reduce
the spread of fire, a well-constructed firebreak
legally requires a minimum of 3 metres in
width and 4 metres in height. 4mx4m is a good
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way to go if you can because it allows for the

growing of vegetation and is also helpful for
the fireys to get around your property safely,
particularly on sandy firebreaks, they need to
keep a bit of speed up to avoid getting bogged
and trapped by a fire.

On a well-constructed fire break our largest
truck, the 4.4, is just over 3 metres wide and 4
metres in height so skimping on your 4 metres
means we could have our lights and aerials
written off from overhanging branches or get
stuck on a corner we can’t get around.

For your reference our bushfire trucks are
white and you may see Light Tankers - or
Heavy Vehicles - with 1.4, 2.4, 3.4 & 4.4
written on the side, this means that the 2.4

for example carries 2,000 litres (2 tonnes) of
water and is a four-wheel drive similarly for the
1.4, 3.4 and 4.4. Even if you are not required to

have a firebreak it is an advantage if your
driveway can accommodate one of these
fire trucks and they can turn around.

If not we always try to reverse into a
location for a quick getaway, so don't
panic if this can’t be achieved as the
firefighters must park up outside and run
hoses into the property and this takes
time which is of the essence when a fire
is looming at the back door. Food for
thought.

Just remember that the compliance date

i for this Notice is the 16th of October,

some residents are under the impression
that the 16th of October means you

start preparing, but to avoid a work order or
infringement we must all comply with the Notice
by the 16th of October 2024, that's when the Fire
Control Officers will be out and about inspecting
properties.

It is important to make your preparations an
ongoing process and if you have been unfortunate
in losing shrubs and trees, then an early start may
be necessary to comply with the requirements by

the 16th of October.




Firewise Gardening

Firewise Gardening is a recent publication from DFES that will help landowners safely rehabilitate
damaged natural bush and gardens around their properties. There will be many residents who
have suffered tree and shrub loss during the recent drought causing an increase in your property
fuel loading. You may have decided to rearrange your garden incorporating suitable plants so
utilising the enclosed tool in the booklet will help you pick the correct plants to act as a barrier in
slow moving ground fire or the like.

Read the full article here:
https://news.dfes.wa.gov.au/media-releases-feature-stories/introducing-the-first-firewise-
gardening-quide-for-western-australians/
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Firewise Gardening
in Western Australia

Get your copy from the DFES Website:
https://publications.dfes.wa.qov.au/publications/firewise-

gardening-in-western-australia




The Huw Davies Trophy was awarded
recently to the Wannamal Brigade as
part of the annual training event held by
Chittering Fire Services.

On Saturday 17th August, a stormy spring
morning, volunteer bushfire brigades from
Lower Chittering, Wannamal, Muchea and
Bindoon competed in a training exercise
to determine which brigade would be
awarded the Huw Davies Trophy in 2024.
This year's theme of simple, safe and fun
was hosted by the Muchea brigade who
treated us to a hot East African Coffee on
arrival and a quick bacon and egg roll just
before take-off.

The annual gathering of the brigades
from the Shire of Chittering, including the
Incident Support Unit, has run for two
decades. It provides an opportunity for
volunteer brigades to complete a series
of activities to test their competence and
efficiency in responding to the scenario
presented to them.

Experienced firefighters monitor and
assess performance to give feedback
on what they have learned and where
they can focus to improve. In a closely
contested exercise, a lot of sharing
and learning, the winning brigade was
Wannamal, with Captain Dan Smith
accepting the trophy on behalf of the
brigade.

Huw Davies was instrumental in
developing a strong culture of training
for volunteer fire-fighters in the Shire.
Living in the Shire since the mid-1980's,
he completed the, then, 12 modules of
training and in 1993 became the Training

Coordinator for the Shire. He remained

in this role until 2000, and sadly, passed
away in 2002. A group of his friends
decided to honour his memory by
establishing the annual competition, with
the distinctive trophy being the steering
wheel of a four-wheel-drive Bedford fire
unit driven by Huw Davies, mounted on a
slab of timber.

The inevitable storm hit the Muchea area
as each brigade was on the last exercise.
The BBQ was sizzling at that point so the
day wrapped up with all brigades chatting,
vowing to “Be Bushfire Ready” and
prepared at each brigade to be there when
their mates need them. The inevitable
storm hit the Muchea area as each brigade
was on the last exercise and the BBQ was
sizzling so the day wrapped up with all
brigades chatting, vowing to “Be Bushfire
Ready” and prepared to be there when
their mates need them.




The last 3 months has seen many members
including new members attending training
across the state to improve their skills.
Courses include Bush Fire Safety Awareness
and Bush Fire Fighting Skills for our first year
rookies, through to Advanced Firefighter,
Crew Leader, Ground Controller and Incident
Controller for those wanting to upskill after
several years of practical firefighting skills.

The Ground Controller is a challenging but
interesting course run over two days of a
weekend. This course allows the officer

to oversee the aircraft activities from

the ground. This includes mapping and
physically checking the fireground for safety
issues prior to the aircraft arriving, once

all clear is given the Ground Controller will
instruct the Air Operations Commander on
the strategy to control the fire, save life and
or property or protect ground crews from
the raging fire.

A difficult role but an important one as the
aircraft need “The Drop Zone Clear” before
they can drop water, foam or retardant and
liaising with ground crews to

make sure they are out of the way is a
challenging job.




14th of September is the community bonfire at Caladenia Reserve hosted by
the Shire of Chittering for the residents of Wandena, Caladenia, Powderbark
and Patens area. Different to the recent one held at the Lower Fire Station back
in August we will be starting at 4pm so the local little kids can have some fun
before it gets dark and cold.

The Chittering Bushfire Brigades and Mitigation Crew will prepare the site over
the next few weeks and the Community Development team will be sending more
information to the locals shortly.




EVER THOUGHT ABOUT JOINING A BUSH FIRE BRIGADE?

HELP PROTECT YOUR COMMUNITY

LEARN MORE ABOUT BUSHFIRE AND HOW TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY
MEET NEW PEOPLE AND BE PART OF A TEAM

LEARN NEW SKILLS

CONTACT US TODAY TO FIND OUT HOW.
WWW.CHITTERING.WA.GOV.AU/JOINABRIGADE
RECRUIT@CHITTERINGFIRESERVICES.ORG.AU
PHONE: 9576 4615
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STAY INFORMED
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If you need guidance with your property bushfire risk, your Shire of Chittering Bushfire Risk
Officer, Graham, is available to have a property walk through. There is no charge for this service
and it will help you prepare your property to be Bushfire Ready. Simply call or email me and let me
know on the below contact details if you would like to lock in a time for me to visit.

Alternatively, you can contact your local volunteer bush fire brigade Captains to discuss local
issues or if you would like to join their brigade.

Stay safe and enjoy the spring season
Kind Regards,

Graham and the Bush Fire Ready Team
0427 699 707 / bro@chittering.wa.gov.au

‘Neil Harvey Bindoon Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 0477 341 394
Paul Groves Chittering Incident Support Brigade 0400 172 560
Will Lee Upper Chittering Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 0415 154 715

Don Jamieson  Lower Chittering Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 0410 489 567
Shelly Pannell  Muchea Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 0417 982 159
Daniel Smith Wannamal Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 0437 080 578




